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Compensation

Easement
The one-time payments for the preferred route include: 

•  $10,000 early access and routing consent payment: allows  
AltaLink to complete pre-construction surveys and is paid to  
landowners who sign an easement prior to the Alberta Utilities  
Commission’s (AUC) decision

• $250-5,000 per title entry fee payment: amount depends on the 
   number of acres required for the transmission line ($500/acre up  
   to 10 acres or $5,000 maximum. Anything 0.5 acres or less is a  
   minimum payment of $250.)

• $1,500 minimum general disturbance payment

•  $5,000 (estimated per kilometre) total land damages payment: 
- 50% pre-paid ($2,500 pre-construction; post-construction  
damages are paid if applicable)

•  Easement: we will pay fair market value per acre for the total area 
of the easement that crosses a landowner’s property while the 
landowner retains ownership of the land 

With the exception of the $10,000 early access payment and a $50 
signing fee, all other one-time payments are subject to the AUC’s 
approval of this project.

Annual Structure Payments (ASPs)
Our 2010 rates for this project (500 kV DC towers) are:

• $1,178 per structure per year on cultivated land

• $471 per structure per year on uncultivated land 

Factors we take into consideration when determining ASPs include:

•  the loss of use of the area enclosed by the structure once  
operational

•  the inconvenience and additional costs associated with weed  
control

•  additional time required to operate equipment around  
transmission structures

• additional seed required

•  overlap of pesticide/herbicide and fertilizer used when farming 
around the structure

• effects on cultivation

February 2011

At AltaLink, we believe landowners 
who have transmission facilities on 
their property should be compensated 
fairly. We review our Annual Structure 
Payments every five years to ensure we 
offer fair and reasonable compensation.

Western Alberta Transmission Line

There are two primary forms of 
compensation landowners receive  
for having transmission facilities on  
their property:

1.  The easement –  
one-time payment

2.  Annual Structure Payments – 
ongoing payments
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Land negotiation process

The land negotiation process with stakeholders on the preferred route will begin in February 2011 and 
will continue after we file our application and during the AUC process. The table below outlines the land 
negotiation process and what stakeholders can expect.

Timeline Activity

2 to 4 weeks Market value research. We will conduct market value research on the 
preferred route to determine the fair market value of the land in the 
area. Some of the research we conduct includes:
  •   reviewing current land sales and listings
  •   reviewing other land sale negotiations in the area
  •   conducting appraisals

2 to 3 days 
(depending on  
your schedule)

Easement discussions. 

1.  Land agents will contact landowners on the preferred route to set 
up a one-on-one meeting to discuss the proposed easement. The 
land agent will bring an Individual Ownership Plan (IOP), which is a 
sketch of your property with the proposed right-of-way, structure 
location(s) and any temporary work spaces and access required. The 
land agent will also bring details of our compensation package.

2.  During the meeting you and the land agent will discuss the details 
of the easement, specifics of the structure locations, compensation 
and any concerns or requests you may have about the construction 
process. 

3.  If an agreement is reached, you will sign the easement agreement 
and we will register it as a Utility Right-of-Way (URW) with Alberta 
Land Titles. 

4.  You will receive a notice of the URW registration a few weeks after 
signing the easement agreement. Please note – the easement will 
only be exercised if the project is approved by the AUC.

5.  If the project is approved, you will receive a fully executed copy of 
the easement documentation with AltaLink’s signature in the mail.

2 to 6 months Surface Rights Board process. If AltaLink and a landowner fail to reach 
an agreement, the Surface Rights Board (SRB) will be engaged. This 
process can include dispute resolution, Right-of-Entry Orders and 
compensation hearings. The SRB process will only occur if the project 
is approved by the AUC.

2 to 3 days 
(depending on  
your schedule)

Field surveys. We will contact landowners to conduct field surveys 
(both a ground survey and a legal survey) to verify the sketches of your 
property and make any final adjustments to the structure locations. 

2 years Construction. AltaLink will continue to consult and communicate with 
landowners throughout the construction process.

You will receive a 
$10,000 early access 
payment (which allows 
AltaLink to perform  
surveys) and a $50  
signing fee if an  
easement agreement 
is signed before the 
Alberta Utilities  
Commission (AUC)  
makes a decision about 
the project. 

The AUC must approve 
the project before all 
other compensation for  
easements (except the 
early access payment 
and signing fee) are 
paid.

Prior to construction, 
landowners will receive 
the entry fee, general 
disturbance, pre-paid 
construction damage 
and the easement  
payments. Landowners 
may also receive 
temporary access and 
workspace payments 
where required. 
 
After construction is 
complete, landowners 
may receive the  
post-construction 
damage payments and 
will begin receiving 
ASPs the year structure 
foundations are in 
place.


