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We are committed to mitigating the impact on the environment during the planning, construction and operation of our 
transmission facilities. Wherever possible, we avoid environmentally sensitive areas through route selection and  
structure placement. Some of the other ways we mitigate environmental impacts include: 

WILDLIFE AND VEGETATION

Mitigation of impacts to plants or wildlife is addressed on a case-by-case basis. Options include: 
  •  Fencing off the sensitive area during construction
  •  Flagging setback distances during construction
  •  Placing restrictions on the timing of construction activities
  •  Transplanting plants if unable to avoid impacts
  •  Placing structures in non-sensitive areas
  •  Observing Alberta Sustainable Resource Development and Environment Canada setback distances for wildlife and  
      vegetation species of special management concern
  •  Developing offset mitigations such as installation of nesting platforms or habitat restoration programs where  
      applicable

TREE REMOVAL

  •  Some trees may need to be periodically removed to help ensure the safe operation of a transmission line 
  •  Prior to removing trees from the right-of-way, we will consult with landowners
  •  On the right-of-way, generally:
      o   trees that have potential to grow and fall into the wires will be removed
      o   lower-growing trees in creek valley bottoms can often remain
      o   low-growing species that do not reach significant heights (e.g. willows) do not need to be removed
      o   trees and shrubs are removed around structure locations and along access trails to create a safe workspace

WATER TABLE

  •  Structure foundations on a transmission line are typically not deep enough to affect the water table

WETLANDS

  •  Wetlands are avoided where possible through route selection and structure placement, unless another constraint  
      forces a structure into a wetland area
  •  Structures are typically located a minimum of 30 metres away from a wetland high water mark
  •  Smaller wetlands can be avoided through structure placement (the wires can go over the wetland)
  •  If a structure must be placed into a wetland, we will obtain the necessary approvals from Alberta Environment



NATIVE VEGETATION

We employ practices designed to preserve native vegetation. Where appropriate, we implement the following  
techniques to minimize impacts to native vegetation: 
  •  Restricting construction or maintenance activity to designated areas
  •  Using existing roadways, access trails and previously disturbed areas for site access trails
  •  Re-vegetating disturbed areas post construction using a seed mix appropriate for the site conditions 
  •  Cleaning vehicles and equipment prior to entering the site to reduce the risk of spreading weeds
  •  Identifying rare plant populations using signs, flagging or temporary fencing to ensure avoidance during construction
  •  Controlling invasive weed species as necessary using mechanical or herbicides methods, depending on the situation  
  •  Selectively removing trees and tall shrubs, leaving enough vegetation to offer wildlife habitat, erosion and runoff  
      control and visual buffers
  •  Implementing access mitigations such as wooden mats, control vehicle access, or work under frozen ground  
      conditions to minimize disturbance in sensitive areas


	Fact sheets 7.pdf
	Fact sheets 8

