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This map shows only a high-level view of the 
routes. Please see the maps included in this 

package for a more detailed view. 

Alternative options (local alternative route segments)

Preferred Alternate
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Preferred and alternate routes

We will include the preferred and alternate routes in the Facilities Application we plan to file with the Alberta Utilities 

Commission (AUC) in early 2011. We welcome any further input you have before and after we file our application. 

Our contact information is below and on the back page of this newsletter. 

The Alberta Utilities Commission process 
We plan to file our Facilities Application with the AUC in early 2011. The AUC can approve, approve with 

conditions or deny the application.  

 

Once we have submitted our application the AUC will review it for completeness and will notify stakeholders who 

may be directly and adversely affected by the application. 

 

We will continue to communicate with potentially affected stakeholders after our application is filed and will 

attempt to resolve any outstanding concerns. Stakeholders with unresolved concerns may choose to participate 

in the AUC hearing process.  

 

For more information about the AUC process please visit the AUC website or read the brochure titled Public 

Involvement in Needs or Facilities Applications included in this package. If you would like more information about 

how you can participate in the AUC process, please contact the AUC directly at the information below:  

 

 Website: www.auc.ab.ca 

 Email: utilitiesconcerns@auc.ab.ca 

 Phone: 780-427-4903 (You can call toll-free by dialing 310-0000 before the number.)

 

Contact us
Please contact us using any of the ways listed below if you’d like to provide your input about this project. We look 

forward to hearing from you. 

 

 Attn: Stakeholder Engagement 

       2611 3 Avenue SE 

       Calgary AB, T2A 7W7 

  

 Email: westernline@altalink.ca

 Website: www.albertaelectricityfuture.ca/westernline

 Phone: 1-877-267-5973 (toll-free)

 Fax: 403-267-5944

Thank you for your 

continued participation 

in this project. 

Why are you receiving this newsletter?
You are receiving this newsletter because we have 

recently identified preferred and alternate routes for the 

proposed Western Alberta Transmission Line.  

 

We wanted to notify you of these routes as soon as 

possible because they may affect you and we understand 

you may have further questions or concerns.  

 

Since January 2010 we’ve had more than 4,500 

discussions with stakeholders through open houses, 

information centres, one-on-one consultations, phone 

calls and written correspondence.  

 

Your input has been critical in our route selection process. 

We realize this project has required a lot of stakeholder 

participation and we appreciate your time.

Visit our interactive map 
Our website www.albertaelectricityfuture.ca/westernline also 
has an interactive map that shows the routes. This map will 
help you find your location in proximity to the routes. 

Existing transmission line



Electricity. When you need it.

What does this project involve?
The proposed project: 

•    is a 500 kV (500,000 volts) Direct Current (DC) transmission line

•    will be built between the Genesee and Langdon areas

•    will be 330 to 365 kilometres in length depending on the final route 

•    will include a converter station at each end of the line that changes electricity from DC to Alternating Current (AC) 

      and back so the DC line can connect with the rest of the province’s AC electricity system  

 

How did we determine the routes?
When we began work on this project in January 2010 we looked at every quarter line in the study area, which is 

approximately 60 kilometres by 270 kilometres between the Edmonton and Calgary regions. After considering every 

possible route, we identified preliminary route options with the lowest impacts and presented them to stakeholders.

Stakeholder input is an important component in the route selection process. Some of the information we received from 

landowners included existing and planned residences and buildings, potential impacts to agricultural operations and new 

route options for consideration. 

We used the input gathered from stakeholders during two stages of consultation and the results of in-depth studies and 

field work to identify preferred and alternate routes.

Of all the possible routes in the study area, we believe the preferred is the lowest overall impact route and the best 

solution for this project. The alternate route also presents a viable alternative for this project.  

Why do we identify two routes?
We identify preferred and alternate routes to provide options to the AUC for its consideration. We have also identified 

alternative segments to the preferred and alternate routes (called alternative options) for this project. Please see the 

insert titled Routing information for more details about the preferred and alternate routes and the alternative options.

 

After considering many factors including stakeholder input, there is often more than one route that may be a viable 

solution. We will include both routes in our Facilities Application, but we will only build one line if the AUC approves the 

project.

What’s next?
If you would like to provide your input about the preferred and alternate routes please contact us as soon as possible. 

Our contact information is on the back of this newsletter. 

Prior to filing the Facilities Application in early 2011, we will send you a more comprehensive information package. This 

package will include additional detailed site-specific strip mosaic photo maps showing your property in relation to the 

preferred and alternate routes and route options. 
 

Easements, off right-of-way access and temporary workspace  
We will begin the land negotiation and acquisition process with landowners along the preferred route in the New Year. 

We would also like to discuss access and workspace areas at this time.  

 

At all structure locations, we will be seeking workspace area in addition to the transmission line right-of-way. These areas 

are required for the safe construction of the transmission structures including the assembly, installation and stringing.  

 

Landowners will receive compensation for AltaLink’s use of any temporary workspace. If you would like to discuss  

temporary workspaces, off right-of-way access or sign up for an easement before the New Year, please contact us and we 

will arrange a meeting at your convenience.
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