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Thank you for your input.

Thank you for attending the Western Alberta Transmission Line open houses and information centres held in February, 
March and April. During this time AltaLink gathered valuable feedback from more than 1,650 stakeholders about the 
preliminary route options in the map below. Your input is extremely important to us. 
 
Inside this newsletter you will find information about what we heard from stakeholders during this first stage of 
consultation, frequently asked questions and answers, next steps and the project schedule.
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What does the project involve?
The proposed project: 
 
•    Is a 500 kV (500,000 volts) Direct Current (DC)   
      transmission line.  
•    Will be built between the Genesee and Langdon 
      areas. 
•    Will be 330 to 400 kilometres in length depending 
      on the final route.
•    Will include a converter station at each end of the 
      line that changes electricity from DC to Alternating  
      Current (AC) so the DC line can connect with the    
      rest of the province’s AC electricity system. 

The potential red route options in the map above are only 
preliminary and are intended to provide a focus for stakeholder 
input. Through the consultation process we may identify new 
routes or portions of routes for consideration. None of these 
options have been approved. If approved, AltaLink will build 

only one line.

Western Alberta Transmission Line April 2010

What’s next?
We will use the input we’ve received from stakeholders and information from activities such as field work to refine the 
preliminary route options. Later this year we plan to consult with stakeholders again about the refined route options 
through open houses, information centres and one-on-one consultations. Prior to the second stage of consultation we 
will mail a newsletter to stakeholders that will include the refined route options, updated technical details and project 
cost. We will advertise the open houses in local newspapers.

Thank you!
Your input is important to us and we want to hear from you. To learn more about this proposed project please visit  

www.albertaelectricityfuture.ca/westernline or contact us at the information listed below.

2611 - 3rd Avenue SE  

Calgary, Alberta T2A 7W7

Phone: 1-877-267-5973 (toll-free) 

E-mail: westernline@altalink.ca  

Fax: 403-267-5944

www.albertaelectricityfuture.ca/westernline

Winter/Spring 2010  

 

Spring/Summer 2010

Summer/Fall 2010

Spring 2011

First stage of consultation - includes open houses, information centres 

and one-on-one consultation as requested by stakeholders

Use stakeholder feedback to refine potential routes

Second stage of consultation - includes open houses, information centres 

and one-on-one consultation with stakeholders affected by the refined 

routes

Anticipated application filing with the Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC)
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Open house attendance
More than 1,500 stakeholders attended our 12 open houses held 
between February 1 and 22.

Location Date Attendance

Innisfail Monday, February 1 201

Ponoka Tuesday, February 2 188

Eckville Wednesday, February 3 162

Pine Lake Thursday, February 4 102

Warburg Monday, February 8 178

Keephills Tuesday, February 9 20

Linden Wednesday, February 10 83

Irricana Thursday, February 11 103

Indus Tuesday, February 16 112

Crossfield Wednesday, February 17 174

Rimbey Thursday, February 18 133

Olds Monday, February 22 123

Information centres
 
Approximately 175 stakeholders 
attended our information  
centres held in 10 locations along 
the preliminary route options in 
March and April. The information 
centres provided stakeholders who 
were unable to attend the open 
houses an opportunity to speak 
with AltaLink representatives and 
learn more about the project. 

Questions and answers
Here are a few examples of the frequently asked questions we heard from stakeholders. For a complete list of the 
frequently asked questions and answers, please visit our website at www.albertaelectricityfuture.ca/westernline or 
contact us at the information on the back of this newsletter and we will send you a copy. 
 
Q. What do you do with input provided by stakeholders?
A. We use stakeholder input to help identify the route with the lowest overall impact. All of the stakeholder input 
we gather is collected in our databases and used to schedule follow up consultation with stakeholders as required. A 
summary of this information and stakeholder concerns will be included in our Facilities Application to the Alberta Utilities 
Commission (AUC).

Q. What sort of information does AltaLink need from stakeholders about the preliminary route options?
A. Stakeholder input is important in identifying the best route for this project. The factors that help us identify the route 
with the lowest overall impact include: 
     •    Number of residences
     •    Locations of new or previously unknown residences, barns or shops
     •    Agricultural operations
     •    Specific environmental features
     •    Oil and gas well sites and other facilities
     •    Approved development plans
     •    Future development plans
     •    If you support the line going on your property or not
     •    Anything else stakeholders feel we should know

Q. What kind of compensation will landowners receive for this project?
A. There are two primary forms of compensation landowners receive for having transmission facilities on their  
property: 
     •    The easement purchase – one-time payment
         o    We will pay fair market value for an easement that crosses a landowner’s property while the landowner retains 
               ownership of the land. A list of other potential one-time payments is included in the frequently asked questions  
               on our website. 
         o    The total amount of one-time payments are expected to range from $40,000 to $200,000 per quarter section 
               depending on the market value of land in the area. 
     •    Annual Structure Payments (ASP) – on-going payments
         o    Currently our 2010 ASP rates for this project are $1,178 per structure per year on cultivated land and 
  $471 per structure per year on un-cultivated land.
         o    Based on 2010 rates, the total amount of ASP landowners will receive over 40 years on a typical quarter 
  section (two towers) is $204,000 on cultivated lands and $82,000 on uncultivated lands. These amounts may    
  increase as we review our rates every five years.

Q. What are the benefits of a Direct Current (DC) line?
A. A DC solution responds to feedback from stakeholders about reducing the impact of new transmission lines. A DC line 
can transmit power more efficiently than an AC line, requires less physical space and reduces the need to come back to 
landowners in the future to site additional transmission lines. DC transmission lines typically experience reduced line 
losses as well – power that’s lost in the form of heat when a line is in operation.

Q. Do static electric and magnetic fields from a DC line pose health risks?
A. Static fields from a DC line have the same characteristics as the static fields found in the natural environment.  
According to research conducted or reviewed by third parties, including the World Health Organization, there are no 
known adverse health effects associated with exposure to the low levels of static electric fields or static magnetic fields 
produced by DC transmission lines. 

Q. What is the total cost of the project and who will pay for it?
A. The current estimated cost of this project is $1.1 billion, which represents approximately $1.10 per month on the 
typical residential utility bill. All Alberta consumers cover the cost of transmission projects. Industrial and commercial 
consumers cover the largest portion of the costs (approximately 80 per cent combined), then residential customers  
(approximately 16 per cent) and finally farms (four per cent). 

Electricity. When you need it.
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