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Take our quiz to test your 
transmission knowledge and 
enter to win a set of new energy 
efficient appliances that will help 
protect the environment while 
lowering your energy costs.* 
Visit www.altalink.ca/contest  
to enter. Online quiz and contest 
closes December 31, 2009.

www.altalink.ca

What does the future of our electricity system look like to you? I have  
two kids and we talk a lot about the future, and there are three things 
they imagine for electricity.

First, it needs to be cleaner and come from renewable and sustainable 
sources that reduce our environmental impact. Second, Albertans need 
to shift their thinking about energy use – using it smarter and using it less. 
Finally, the electricity that powers our homes, hospitals and schools must 
be affordable and reliable. When you come home and flick the switch you 
need to know your lights will come on and you pay a reasonable price for 
the power you use.

In the past 20 years, our population has almost doubled and our  
demand for electricity has tripled, yet we’re still relying on essentially the 
same sets of wires to ensure safe, secure electricity when you need it. 
The gap in transmission infrastructure we all face today is no different 
than a shortage of roads, schools or hospital beds. It’s time for Alberta  
to catch up.

Beyond its core role of safety and reliability, the role of Alberta’s 
transmission grid is also critical to enabling low electricity bills for 
Albertans. An open grid provides access to all forms of competitive 
generation, including renewable wind power.

The need for investment in a more modern and smarter grid in Alberta 
is clear and is the key to unlocking the benefits of the electric system for 
Albertans. Investing in transmission not only ensures a safe, reliable and 
cost-effective electricity system, but also brings valuable jobs and new 
economic opportunities to our province.

In upgrading and reinforcing our transmission grid, we are focused on 
innovation and reducing land impact. By investing in a smarter grid that 
can enable more renewable generation and use new technologies that 
reduce land impacts, we’re making sure our system is ready for the future.

After all, our province and the sustainable stewardship of our resources 
are the legacy for our children, and it is up to us to ensure our kids have 
the choice of whatever energy future they can imagine.

Scott Thon
President & Chief Executive Officer

Electricity
When you need it.

Report to communities

Your lights come on when you walk in the  
door and flick the switch. Behind the scenes  
a complex system of electrons and powerful 
computers are humming – busy working to 
create power, move it to you and make sure 
it’s there when you need it.

Generation, transmission and distribution 
work together to provide you with electricity. 
Power generated is transported over long 
distances through transmission lines to 
substations, which lower the voltage so  
power can be brought safely to your homes 
and businesses through distribution lines.

AltaLink’s transmission system is the  
essential link that connects homes, farms, 
businesses and industry to the power 
generated across the province. We serve  
85 per cent of Albertans and own more  
than half of Alberta’s transmission system.  
We operate approximately 11,800 kilometres 
of transmission lines and 270 substations, 
making up an electricity superhighway that 
moves power across the province in the  
blink of an eye.

Combining powerful computers, steel, wood 
and wire with innovation, passion and a 
commitment to service, we work 24 hours  
a day, 365 days a year to keep your lights on.

What  
transmission 
does for you

The generation that transmission 
connects you to:

Coal 

49%

Gas 

39%

Biomass, Solar, 
Run of River

Wind

4%
Hydro

7%

1%
We’re dedicated to providing you and 85 per cent of Albertans 
with power. With more than 11,800 kilometres of transmission 
lines and 270 substations, we work around the clock to make 
sure power is there when you need it.

AltaLink’s transmission system

*NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Cash prize will be awarded based 
on an estimated cost of the appliances. Contest details and rules 
can be found online at www.altalink.ca/contest. An individual may 
participate in this contest only once by submitting an online quiz. 
The winner must successfully complete a skill-testing question and 
sign a consent prize acknowledgement and release form prior to 
receiving the prize.



Alberta is changing and growing. To continue 
the cycle of growth, Alberta needs to keep 
creating jobs, enabling projects and attracting 
people and business from around the world. 
A reliable transmission grid is a key to this 
promising future.

Now more than ever we need to invest in 
building infrastructure – roads, bridges, 
hospitals, schools and power lines – to plan  
for the future. By making sure we have an 
efficient electricity system, we’re enabling 
growth and competition.

A robust transmission grid will unlock the 
electricity bottleneck that’s been created due 
to Alberta’s growth and encourage investment 
by giving people and businesses access to 
power. The transmission grid provides industry 
the power it needs to operate, and gives 
generators a way to move their product to their 
customers – you.

Enabling  
our future

We understand you value the peace of mind 
that comes with knowing power will be there 
when you come home, go to work, plug in  
your car during the winter or turn your fan on  
in the summer. 

Alberta has grown at an exceptional rate 
during the past 20 years, and the transmission 
system needs to catch up. While the demand 
for power in Alberta has more than doubled, 
only one major transmission project has been 
built during this time.

The key to 
peace of mind 3,000  

Megawatts
Amount of wind energy 
AltaLink’s transmission 
projects could bring  
onto the electric grid. 
That’s nearly six times  
the amount we have today.
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Our job is to provide you with reliable power 
at a reasonable price. Transmission costs 
make up only five to 10 per cent of your 
monthly electricity bill, which is managed by 
your retailer. By investing in transmission 
infrastructure, we’re making sure our system 
is reliable, and this is critical to Alberta’s future.

Reinforcing our transmission system isn’t  
just critical to making sure our system is 
reliable, it’s also key to reducing costs.   
When a transmission system becomes 
too congested to transport power from 
the lowest-cost generators in the province, 
higher-cost generators must be used, 
meaning we pay more for power. 

From 2002 to 2007, Alberta’s Market 
Surveillance Administrator reported  
Albertans spent $300 million on high-cost 
local generation when transmission wasn’t 
available to move low-cost electricity. 

This affects us all and it’s time to start making 
the prudent investments that make sense for 
both Alberta’s long-term power needs and 
your wallet.

We value you as our customer, and we’re 
continuously working on improving the way 
we do business. Leading the way with 
innovative technology and reducing our 
impact allows us to build a sustainable  
future for Alberta.

Whether electricity is generated from wind  
or water, it all gets to your house in the same 
way – transmission. Alberta is fortunate to 
have tremendous resources to create clean 
electricity. With new transmission, all 
Albertans can share in new wind or hydro 
generated power and have the opportunity  
to use green power and make their own 
contribution to protecting our environment.

We understand land is a limited resource, 
and we’re always exploring innovative ways 
to build critical transmission infrastructure 
while reducing its impact. By evaluating new 
technology like direct current transmission 
lines, we can transport large volumes of 
electricity over long distances more efficiently 
than traditional alternating current lines  
and use a smaller footprint on the land. 

Unlocking  
value 

Discovering 
sustainability

AltaLink is working on several 
key projects:

Heartland Transmission Project:  
Working with EPCOR, this proposed 
transmission project will respond to 
the increased demand for electricity 
in the area northeast of Edmonton.

South Alberta Transmission 
Reinforcement:  A new transmission 
loop is proposed for the southern part 
of our province, connecting up to 
2,700 megawatts of wind generation 
to the electricity grid.

Across our service territory: Every year AltaLink  
works on dozens of projects to make sure you have  
power when you need it. 
 

$300 Million
Amount Albertans spent on  
high-cost local generation 
due to grid congestion  
from 2002 to 2007.

Alberta’s population has 
grown by one million people, 
or 42 per cent, since 1988.

North to South reinforcement: 
Constructing higher capacity power 
lines north to south will reinforce our 
transmission superhighway.
 
Southwest 240 kV Project:  
Our power line from Pincher Creek to 
Lethbridge will allow more green wind 
power onto the electricity system.


