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Power line safety: are you in control or just chancing your luck? 
 
If you’re just counting on luck to keep you safe, consider this: every day, two to three 
Albertans needlessly risk their lives by contacting an overhead or underground power line. 
In 2013, that translated into approximately 782 power line incidents in Alberta - a significant 

decrease from the 934 incidents reported in 2012.  
 
The highest risk exists for Operators of large equipment including farmers and truck drivers. 
They are typically males between the ages of 18 to 50 – working in utilities, oil and gas, 
construction, farming and transportation industries. Despite generally knowing how to 
protect themselves, deadlines and productivity pressures often lead to skipping safety 
steps. The problem is further fuelled by an attitude of complacency born of routine tasks 
and a false sense of invincibility. The fact is, regardless of how experienced an Operator 
might be, no one is invincible when it comes to the hazards of power lines.   
 
That’s where the Joint Utility Safety Team (JUST) comes into play. Since 2006, Alberta’s 
electric utilities and the Government of Alberta have been working together to tackle a 
common concern about Alberta’s high volume of power line incidents. The precedence is to 
drive home the “WHERE’S THE LINE?” message to Operators – to remind them to always 
ask themselves this question and to know the answer before starting any work. 
 
To this end, JUST’s sustained awareness advertising has focused on providing Operators 
with “in-the-moment” reminders because looking out for their own safety is their duty and 
first priority.   
 
Employers’ role in protecting their “workplace” families 
 
With employers playing such a critical role in influencing Operators and imparting safety 
practices, JUST is continuing efforts to reach out to employers. Employers take the safety 
of their workers to heart – like that of their own family – and Operators count on that. Yet 
some managers often underestimate the frequency and magnitude of risks power lines 
pose to their workers. A “single” workplace incident often has devastating and far-reaching 
consequences beyond the victim, impacting the lives of their families, co-workers and first 
responders...as well as the employer’s business.  
 
JUST’s ongoing initiatives such as business-to-business advertising, search engine 
marketing, media relations and social media have resulted in 10,427 unique visitors to 
wherestheline.ca in 2013, up from 8,429, roughly a 20% increase, in 2012.  In addition, 
JUST has been expanding its efforts through community building – establishing 
relationships within and across key industries. This includes speaking at conferences, 
strengthening its relationship with Alberta Transportation, enhancing oil and gas 
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connections with Cenovus, PennWest and CAPP and entering into partnerships like the one 
with Rocky Mountain Equipment.  
 
 
 
Seeding power line safety practices on the farm 
 
Agriculture is one of Canada’s three most hazardous industries. In Alberta, there have been 
several farm fatalities since 2010 as a result of farmers moving equipment into energized 
power lines. According to an IPSOS Reid 2012 survey of Operators, 43% of farmers 
reported more direct hits or near misses with power lines (a 9% increase over 2011) 
compared to 25% of all Operators surveyed. Yet farmers are least likely to identify power 
lines as a major threat (13%) compared to oil and gas workers (47%). 
 
So why such a disconnect? Although farmers understand that power lines are dangerous, 
they don’t seem to self-identify with the issue. There are a number of likely contributing 
factors. Exempt from Occupational and Health Safety legislation, farmers are less likely to 
have taken power line safety training than those working in other industries. As their 
worksite and home are often one and the same, they aren’t always assessing their 
environment through a safety mindset. Complacency is also a concern, given that farmers 
are often switching back and forth between many routine tasks. Additionally, many farmers 
don’t realize that the size of their equipment – like tractors and sprayers – has increased 
while the height of power lines has remained the same, creating a safety issue both when 
using and transporting equipment. 
 
Changing attitudes isn’t a quick fix 
 
With the majority of farm power line incidents occurring during the busy spring seeding and 
fall harvesting seasons, JUST has partnered up with Rocky Mountain Equipment (RME) to 
reach farmers during this critical time of year. RME specializes in equipment for agriculture 
and construction. 
 
 “The secret to keeping customers for life is keeping them alive,” says Mo Gudzowaty, 
Corporate General Manager, Health, Safety and Environment, with RME. “If farmers aren’t 
educated about safety, it’s either serious injury or death; neither is a viable option.” RME 
hosts a series of customer clinics over the spring and summer months about using 
sprayers, tractors and combines. This year, clinics will include power line safety 
presentations and demonstrations by JUST’s safety leaders. “We want to involve our 
customers – many of whom are also our employees – in safe operating practices. That 
includes arming them with best practices for working around power lines.” 
 
Farm safety starts with self-identifying with the hazards 
 
With a change in attitudes – starting with self-identifying with the issue – a change in 
behaviour will follow. In addition to the sustained awareness campaign, JUST is also trying 
to reach farmers through editorial opportunities in farm-related and community 
publications. 
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Fostering a culture of power line safety in Alberta 
 
JUST’s results to date have been very positive but must continue to be vigilant about 
raising awareness of how these dangerous incidents can be prevented. As of fall 2013, 
awareness among Operators of the “7 Metres Safe” message (safe distance between 
equipment and above ground power lines) reached 35% - an increase from the reported 
9% in 2008. As well, 59% of those who had heard a radio spot had thought about the ad 
at, or en route to, the job site. 
 
By pooling resources and working collectively, JUST has been maximizing its efforts and 
achieving more impact than if each partner worked independently to educate Operators. 
JUST partners include AltaLink, ATCO Electric, ENMAX, EPCOR, FortisAlberta and the 
Government of Alberta. 
 
FOR MEDIA INQUIRIES, CONTACT: 
Kathy Morin 
Chair, Joint Utility Safety Team 
(780) 420-3436 
Kathy.morin@atcoelectric.com 
wherestheline.ca 
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