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South Foothills Transmission Project 
Southern Alberta Transmission Reinforcement 

1www.albertaelectricityfuture.ca/satr • ftps@altalink.ca • 1-877-767-4484 (toll-free)

Please provide us your input on these 
routes. Your input will help us further refine 
the preferred and alternate routes for the 
proposed line. Detailed maps are included 
in this package.

Preferred route - proposed replacement of 
existing transmission line

Alternate routes

Why are you receiving this newsletter?
You are receiving this newsletter because you are a stakeholder 
on or near the proposed South Foothills Transmission Project 
and we want to provide you with important information 
about the newly refined transmission line routes. We used 
the stakeholder input we gathered during the first stage of 
consultation, between December 2009 and June 2010, to 
refine our preliminary route options to a preferred route and 
alternate routes. 

About the routes:
• none of the routes have been approved

• if approved, we will only build one line

•	 the routes in the map to the left have been refined using 
stakeholder input, additional route evaluations and 
information we gathered in the field 

• we have identified preferred and alternate routes, but we 
may include all the red and green route options to the left 
in our application

• the final route to be constructed will be chosen by the 
Alberta Utilities Commission

New proposed route segments
We have identified some new route segments for the proposed transmission line. 
For stakeholders who are on a new proposed route segment, this may be the first 
information package you’ve received about this project. Please look inside this 
newsletter for the various ways you can provide your input. 

If you are no longer on a proposed route, you will not receive any further 
correspondence from us about this project. If you wish to follow the progress 
of the project or if you have questions, please contact us using any of the ways 
listed in this newsletter.
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Project background

What does this project involve?

This project is proposed to replace the existing single circuit 240 kV steel lattice transmission line called 911L with 
 a higher capacity double circuit 240 kV steel lattice transmission line. 

The proposed project includes:

• one new double circuit 240 kV steel lattice transmission line approximately 135-155 kilometres in length 
(depending on the final route) from south of Fort Macleod to north of High river

• a new substation in the area south of Fort Macleod, to be called Windy Flats (connecting to the existing Peigan 
Substation is also under consideration) 

• a new substation located in an area at the north end of the new transmission line, to be called Foothills

• one new series capacitor station (similar in appearance to a substation) to be located  in approximately the middle 
of the transmission line

*If this project is approved by the Alberta Utilities Commission, the existing 911L transmission line will be removed 
once the proposed new line is in service. The removal of the existing 911L line would be included in a separate project.

What progress have we made?

During the first stage of consultation we received valuable stakeholder input about the preliminary route options. We 
held project open houses in High river, Vulcan, Nanton, Claresholm and High river and conducted more than 350 one-
on-one consultations with landowners. We used stakeholder input and the results from further studies and field work, 
including environmental evaluations, to refine the preliminary route options to a preferred route and alternate routes. 

What’s next?

After we gather further stakeholder input and other technical 
and environmental information, we will further refine the 
the preferred and alternate routes to include in our Facilities 
Application to the Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC).  The AUC 
is a quasi-judicial agency that ensures the fair and responsible 
delivery of our utility services. Originally we had anticipated 
filing our Facilities Application to the AUC in fall 2010. However, 
we now expect to file our Facilities Application in summer 
2011. The Facilities Application will describe our plans to meet 
technical requirements set by the Alberta Electric System 
Operator and includes information on routing, environment, 
costs, project components, schedule and our participant 
involvement program.

We have refined our 
preliminary route options for 
the proposed transmission 
line. More information about 
the refined routes can be 
found in the Preferred and 
alternate routes newsletter 
included in this package.

Electricity. When you need it.
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Monday, February 28
High river

4 – 8 p.m.

Highwood Memorial Centre

128 5 Avenue West

Tuesday, March 1
Nanton

4 – 8 p.m.

Nanton Community Memorial 
Centre

2204 18 Street

Wednesday, March 2
Claresholm

4 – 8 p.m.

Claresholm Community Centre

59 Avenue and 8 Street West

Thursday, March 3
Fort Macleod

4 – 8 p.m.

Fort Macleod and District  
Community Hall

307 25 Street

Open House Schedule

What is the project schedule?

Activities completed

Winter 2009/Spring 2010 First stage of consultation - included open houses and one-on-one consultations 

Summer 2010  Use stakeholder feedback to refine potential routes

Activities planned

Fall 2010/Winter 2011   Second stage of consultation - includes open houses, an Information Centre and  
one-on-one consultation with stakeholders affected by the refined routes

Summer 2011  Anticipated application filing with the Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC)

Summer 2012  Anticipated construction start date*

Spring 2014  Anticipated construction completion date*

*  These steps will only occur if our Facilities Application is approved by the AUC. If the AUC approves the project, we will continue to 
communicate and consult with stakeholders beyond the application process into the construction stage.

How can you provide input?
Your input is important to help us further refine our preferred and alternate routes. You can provide your input 
by contacting us directly or by visiting the open houses and Information Centre. We will also be contacting all 
landowners, occupants or renters who have property or reside on or directly adjacent to a proposed transmission line 
route to schedule one-on-one consultations. 

Attending open houses

Our representatives will be available at the open houses to share information, gather your input and answer any 
questions you may have. We will also have project information for you to review. Please see our open house schedule 
for the locations, dates, times and addresses of the open houses. The open house details will also be advertised in 
local newspapers shortly before the open house.
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Engaging in one-on-one consultations

Your participation in the one-on-one consultation process is important. Through these discussions we gather 
detailed information about your property and our preliminary structure locations and we use this information to 
help us confirm preferred and alternate routes. We encourage you to use this opportunity to provide us with your 
input. Your input is important to help us further refine the preferred and alternate routes.

Who will we contact to complete a one-on-one consultation?

There are two types of stakeholders we would like to complete one-on-one consultations with:

• stakeholders who have property or reside on a proposed transmission line route
• stakeholders who have property or reside directly adjacent to a proposed transmission line route

Stakeholders who do not have property or reside on or directly adjacent to a proposed transmission line route can 
participate in one-on-one consultations if they wish. If you are unsure whether you should complete a one-on-one 
consultation, please contact us and we will let you know. If you completed a one-on-one consultation during the first 
stage of consultation we would still like to meet with you to gather your input during this stage of consultation.

How does the one-on-one consultation process work?

AltaLink uses publicly available information sources to find contact information for stakeholders. Once this 
information is compiled, Community Consultation Agents (CCAs), AltaLink’s authorized representatives, will contact 
stakeholders to schedule one-on-one consultations. CCAs complete an extensive training program to ensure they 
are familiar with the project and can answer questions that arise during the one-on-one consultation process. One-
on-one consultations typically take place at your home and last 
one to three hours depending on the issues being discussed and 
the amount of land potentially affected.

During the one-on-one consultation process:

1. The CCA will document the information you provide on forms.

2.  both you and the CCA will sign the forms after reviewing 
them to ensure they accurately reflect the discussion. 
Signing these documents is optional. Even if you sign them, 
you can request to change the information on a completed 
document at any time.

3. You will receive a copy of the forms for your records.

4.  One copy will be returned to AltaLink for entering into our database so the information contained on the form 
can be taken into account by our routing department.
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Contacting us directly

Phone: 1-877-767-4484 (toll-free)
E-mail: ftps@altalink.ca
Website: www.albertaelectricityfuture.ca/satr
Address: Attn: Stakeholder Engagement
South Foothills Transmission Project
2611 3 Avenue SE
Calgary Ab, T2A 7W7

Visiting the Information Centre

The Information Centre provides the opportunity to meet with AltaLink representatives at times that are convenient 
for you. If you cannot attend an open house and would like to discuss the project with an AltaLink representative 
please visit our Information Centre. 

If you’d like to complete a one-on-one consultation at the Information Centre, you can either arrange a time in 
advance or drop by at a time that’s convenient for you.

High River Information Centre

The Information Centre will open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. from:

Monday, December 6 to Friday, December 10 
Monday, January 24 to Friday, January 28  
Monday, March 14 to Friday, March 18

Unit # 101,520 Macleod Trail South 
High river, Ab

Office: (403) 649-2040
Fax: (403) 649-2402 Away for the winter?

It is important to us that you have the opportunity 
to provide input and have your questions answered. 
If you are planning to be away during the winter, 
please contact us directly so that we can arrange a 
time to meet that is suitable for you. 

Thank you for participating in our consultation 
process. Your input is important to us.
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What are the project details?
New transmission line

This project is proposed to replace the existing single circuit 240 kV steel 
lattice transmission line called 911L with a higher capacity double circuit 
steel lattice 240 kV transmission line. If this project is approved, the plan is 
to remove the 911L line after construction of the new line is complete. 

This project involves a new transmission line approximately 135-155 
kilometres in length (depending on the final route) from south of Fort 
Macleod to north of High river. 

The proposed transmission line will be energized at 240,000 volts (240 kV). 

Structure information

A 3D rendering of the 240 kV double circuit transmission structure for this 
project is pictured to the right. 

A typical structure will have a:

• Height of 44 to 60 metres (144 to 197 feet)

• Width of 22 to 24 metres at the widest arm (72 to 79 feet)

• base of 10 by 10 metres, up to 14 by 14 metres (32 by 32 feet, up to 46 by 46 feet)

• right-of-way width of 60 metres (197 feet)

• Distance between structures averaging 365 metres (1,198 feet)

Right-of-way

A right-of-way refers to the strip of land required for the construction and operation of a transmission line. The right-
of-way and areas along the right-of-way, are subject to development restrictions to help ensure the safe operation of 
the transmission line.  buildings can be placed immediately adjacent to the right-of-way.

Right-of-way access

key access trails to the right-of-way have been identified along the preferred and alternate routes. These access trails 
are in areas where access may be limited for a number of reasons, including irrigation canals, ditches or coulees 
that make driving along the right-of-way impractical. In some areas, undeveloped road allowances have also been 
identified as access trails. key access trails are identified with orange and black lines on the maps labeled Strip Mosaic 
Maps included in this package.

Typical 240 kV double circuit structure similar to 
the structure being proposed
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Series Capacitor

Also required as part of this project is a series capacitor. The 
series capacitor will help more power flow along the new line 
and will be similar in appearance to a substation. The new 
transmission line will connect to the series capacitor. The site  
for the series capacitor will be approximately 120 metres by  
150 metres in size. The location will be determined during this 
stage of consultation. 

North Substation

The northern point of the proposed transmission line will 
connect to a new substation north or west of High river, 
called Foothills. Please see the AESO document Foothills 237S 
substation included in this package for more information on the 
Foothills Substation.

South Substation

The southern point of the proposed transmission line may 
connect to a new substation south of Fort Macleod, called 
Windy Flats. Connecting to the existing Peigan Substation is also 
under consideration.

Multiple substation location areas were identified for 
the potential substations, but only one substation will be 
constructed in each of the southern and northern points. The 
location of the new substations will be identified after gathering 
information from stakeholders through the consultation process. 
Please refer to the enclosed maps for the proposed substation 
location areas.

Series capacitor similar to the series capacitor being proposed

Substation similar to the substation being proposed

A substation contains major equipment 
used to regulate voltage and balance the 
power system, allowing electricity to be 
safely and efficiently transmitted and 
distributed to your community. D
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Project considerations
Stakeholders provided us with some valuable information and asked a lot of good questions during our first stage 
of consultation. Some common questions that arose during consultation included farming near transmission lines, 
underground transmission, electric and magnetic fields (EMF) and project costs. 

Farming near transmission lines 

• In most agricultural areas, the land under the transmission 
line is available for cultivation by the landowner. You can 
safely operate farming machinery/vehicles measuring up 
to six metres (20 feet) tall under the proposed new 240 kV 
transmission line. Please note that this height does not apply 
to existing transmission lines. remember items such as 
antennas when measuring the height of your equipment.  

• Global Positioning Systems (GPS) should not be affected by a 
transmission line. We will investigate if you believe your GPS 
receiver has been affected by a transmission line.

Underground transmission

Many technical alternatives were looked at when the Alberta 
Electric System Operator identified the need for this project. 
An overhead 240 kV transmission line was determined as the 
appropriate solution for this project. The Government of Alberta 
recently studied the feasibility of burying transmission lines. 
The study concludes underground transmission is typically more 
expensive but may be a viable option for shorter distances in 
areas such as densely populated urban and commercial areas 
where there is limited space to site overhead transmission lines. 
Please visit www.energy.alberta.ca/Electricity/1800.asp to view 
the full study.

Electric and magnetic fields (EMF)

AltaLink recognizes that some people are concerned about EMF and we treat those concerns very seriously. For more 
information please refer to the brochure titled A Dialogue on Electric & Magnetic Fields included with this package.
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Project cost
The estimated cost of this project is between $400 million and $600 million. A $500 million project represents $0.50 
per month on the typical residential utility bill. This updated estimate includes the costs of financing and inflation.

Factors that affect the project cost include:

• total line length

• technical factors such as number of times the line will cross other facilities and total number of angles in the route

• structures (angle structures require more material) 

• cost of structure foundations due to soil conditions

• cost of materials

• market conditions

• current exchange rates

• total project duration

As a regulated utility, we must carefully manage our costs as they affect Alberta’s ratepayers. The Alberta Utilities 
Commission will review the costs associated with this project as part of our application, and if approved, will review 
them again once construction is complete to ensure costs reflected in rates to customers are costs that are reasonable 
and are prudently incurred.

9
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Facts about compensation
Easement Acquisition

• $10,000 per quarter: early access payment to perform environmental, 
surveying and geotechnical work (for the preferred route)

• $250 to $5,000 per title: entry fee payment (as per the Surface rights Act)

• $1,500 minimum: general disturbance payment

• $5,000 (estimated per kilometre): total land damages payment

•  50% of which is pre-paid ($2,500 pre-construction;  
$2,500 post-construction)

AltaLink will pay fair market value per acre for the total area of the 
easement that crosses a landowner’s property while the landowner retains 
ownership of the land. We determine market value by studying sales, 
industry comparables (oil and gas) or appraisals of similar/comparable types 
of land within the area.

If AltaLink and the landowner are unable to reach agreement, then the 
Surface rights board would be asked to determine compensation. Further 
information on the scope of the Surface rights board’s authority and 
procedures are available on the board’s website at  
www.surfacerights.gov.ab.ca.

Annual Structure Payments (ASP)

Currently our 2010 rates for this project are:

• $1,178 per structure per year on cultivated land

• $471 per structure per year on uncultivated land

Factors we take into consideration when determining ASPs include:

• the loss of use of the area enclosed by the structure once operational

• the inconvenience and additional costs associated with weed control

• additional time required to operate equipment around transmission 
structures

• additional seed required

• overlap of pesticide/herbicide and fertilizer used when farming around 
the structure

• effects on cultivation

At AltaLink, we believe landowners 
who have transmission facilities 
on their property should be 
compensated fairly. We review our 
Annual Structure Payments (ASPs) 
every five years to ensure we offer 
fair and reasonable compensation. 

There are two primary forms of 
compensation landowners receive 
for having transmission facilities on 
their property:

1.  The easement acquisition –  
one-time payment

2.  Annual Structure Payments – 
on-going payments

10



Land negotiation process
We will be beginning the land negotiation process with stakeholders on the preferred route in the upcoming weeks. The 
activities below outline the land negotiation process and what stakeholders can expect.

Activity

Market value research. We conduct market value research on the preferred route to
determine the fair market value of the land in the area.

Some of the research we conduct includes:
• reviewing current land sales and listings (Multiple Listing Service (MLS))
• reviewing other industry (oil and gas) negotiations in the area
• Conducting third party appraisals

Easement and early access discussions. 

1.  Our land agents will contact landowners on the preferred route to set up a one-on-one 
meeting to discuss the proposed easement. The land agents will bring an Individual 
Ownership Plan (IOP), which is a sketch of your property with the proposed right-of-way, 
structure locations and any optional temporary work space or additional right-of-way 
required. They will also bring details of our compensation package.

2.  During the meeting you and the land agent will discuss the details of the easement, 
specifics of the structure locations, compensation, any early access work and any concerns 
or requests you may have about the construction process.

3.  If an agreement is reached, you will be asked to sign the easement and we will register it 
as a Utility right-of-Way (UrW) with Alberta Land Titles.

4.  You will receive a notice of the UrW registration a few weeks after signing the easement. 
Please note – the easement will only be exercised if the project is approved by the AUC.

5.  If the project is approved, you will receive a fully executed copy of the easement 
documentation with AltaLink’s signature in the mail.

Surface Rights Board process. If AltaLink and a landowner fail to reach an agreement, the 
Surface rights board (Srb) will act to resolve the disagreement. This process can include dis-
pute resolution. This will only occur if the project is approved by the AUC.

Field surveys. We will contact landowners to conduct ongoing field surveys (both ground 
and legal) to verify the sketches of your property and make any final adjustments to the 
structure locations.

Construction. AltaLink will continue to consult and communicate with landowners through-
out the construction process. 

If you sign an easement 
option at any time  
before the Alberta  
Utilities Commission 
(AUC) renders a  
decision about the 
project, you will receive 
the $10,000 early  
access payment and a 
$50 signing fee within a 
few days of signing. 

The AUC must approve 
the project before all 
other compensation for  
easements (aside from 
the early access  
payment and signing 
fee) are paid.

Prior to construction, 
landowners will receive 
the entry fee, general 
disturbance, pre-paid 
construction damage 
and the easement  
payments. Some 
landowners may also 
receive temporary  
access payments  
where negotiated.

After construction is 
complete, landowners 
will receive the post-
construction damage 
payments and will 
begin receiving ASPs.
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2611 - 3rd Avenue SE  
Calgary, Alberta T2A 7W7 
Phone: 1-877-767-4484 (toll-free) 
E-mail: ftps@altalink.ca  Fax: 403-267-5944 
www.albertaelectricityfuture.ca/satr

Who can you contact for more information?
To learn more about the proposed project you can contact: 

AltaLink: 1-877-767-4484  (toll-free); ftps@altalink.ca

To learn more about the need for this project you can contact:

Alberta Electric System Operator (AESO):  1-888-866-2959 (toll-free)
stakeholder.relations@aeso.ca

To learn more about the regulatory process you can contact:

Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC):  780-427-4903 (You can call toll-free by dialing 
310-0000 before the number.) 
utilitiesconcerns@auc.ab.ca
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Included in this Stakeholder Information Package:

•	 Project maps

•	 Preferred and alternate routes

•	 Structure types and workspace requirements 

•	 A Dialogue on Electric and Magnetic fields

•	 Good Neighbours

•	 AUC brochure: Public Involvement in Needs or Facilities 
Applications 

•	 AESO need documents

Online information 
Visit us online!

Our website www.albertaelectricityfuture.ca/satr has 
the most up-to-date project information, newsletters,  
a feedback section and more.

PLUS check out our interactive map that shows the 
refined route locations. This map will help you find  
your location in proximity to the preferred and  
alternate routes.

Who is AltaLink?
AltaLink, Alberta’s largest transmission provider, is 
actively working with stakeholders to build more than  
40 new transmission projects, responding to the 
province’s growth and ensuring the transmission system 
will meet Alberta’s needs today and in the future. 
Hundreds of kilometres of new, efficient transmission 
lines will ensure our customers have access to clean 
wind-generated power and the lowest-priced electricity 
Alberta has to offer.




