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Electric system developments near you
Windy Flats 138 kV Line Re-configuration
 

DiD yOU kNOW?
The average four-person family in Alberta today 
has 20 ‘instant-on’ electronics such as laptops, 
DVD players, music device chargers and cell 
phone chargers. This is in addition to the other 
appliances necessary to run a home – fridges, 
stoves, microwaves, washers and dryers – all of 
which require a reliable supply of electricity.

More information about the 
proposed transmission line  
re-configuration is included in 
this information package. We 
want to provide you with:

• project details

•  maps of the proposed 
development

• project schedule

•  information about how you 
can provide your input
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Project details
The proposed transmission line re-configuration includes upgrades and changes 
to improve the 138 kV (138,000 volts) transmission system in your area.

The proposed transmission developments include:

TrAnsmission line rebuilDs

• Rebuilding one to three kilometres (approximately 0.6 to two miles) of  
existing 603AL transmission line along the north side of the road allowance, 
between the proposed Windy Flats Substation and the undeveloped road 
allowance between SE-17-8-26-W4M and SW-16-8-26-W4M. After the rebuild, 
the proposed structures will look similar to the current existing structures.  
 

Two potential locations for the proposed Windy Flats Substation have been 
identified; the length of the rebuild will depend on the final substation location.

• Rebuilding approximately 1.6 kilometres (approximately one mile)  
of existing 725BL transmission line from single to double circuit, from  
the un-developed road allowance between SE-17-8-26-W4M and  
SW-16-8-26-W4M to Highway 810. The new double circuit line will be  
built along the south side of the road allowance and the existing single 
circuit transmission line on the north side of the road allowance will be 
removed. The new line will be called 608L. 

DEFiNiTiON 

Transmission 
Transmission lines make up 
Alberta’s electric highway, 
linking the places where power 
is generated to where power 
is used. Transmission lines 
transport large amounts of power 
over long distances across the 
province. The transmission system 
connects diverse sources of power 
generation including wind,  
high-efficiency coal, natural gas 
and more. 

Before 

Photo of existing 725BL transmission 

structure

After 

Photo of 138 kV double circuit mono-pole 

structure similar to structures  

being proposed

Before After

Before 

Photo of existing 603AL transmission 

structure

After 

Photo of mono-pole structure similar  

to structures being proposed
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new TrAnsmission line

• building approximately 450 metres (1,476 feet) of new single circuit 138 kV 
transmission line to connect the new 608L transmission line to the north side  
of the proposed Windy Flats Substation

• building approximately 100 metres (328 feet) of new single circuit 138 kV 
transmission line to connect the existing 603AL transmission line to the south 
side of the proposed Windy Flats Substation

AltaLink’s proposed transmission structures will be:

• single or double circuit mono-pole structures

• approximately 18 to 24 metres tall for single circuit structures (59 to 79 feet)

• approximately 23 to 30 metres tall for double circuit structures (75 to 100 feet)

• approximately four to six metres wide (13 to 20 feet)

• spaced approximately 100 to 140 metres apart (328 to 456 feet) 

subsTATion upgrADe

The proposed Windy Flats Substation will require additional new 138 kV 
equipment to accommodate the proposed electric system reinforcement in this 
project. Please note the Windy Flats Substation is proposed to be built as part of 
the South Foothills Transmission Project.

DiD yOU kNOW?
Modern technologies, like 
digital recording devices, 
are a large drain on the 
power system. Some home 
entertainment configurations 
use more power than a new 
refrigerator. The average 
home has more and more 
gadgets continuously drawing 
power from the grid, and 
transmission lines bring power 
from where it’s created to 
where it’s needed so you can 
power your quality of life.
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Providing your input
Stakeholder input is critical to identifying the best solution for this 
transmission line re-configuration. You can provide your input in any  
of the following ways.

pArTicipATing in A one-on-one consulTATion

We will contact all occupants, residents and landowners who are on or 
directly adjacent to the proposed transmission line upgrades to gather  
input through one-on-one consultations. 

During the one-on-one process we will document the information you provide 
and address any questions or concerns you may have about the project. 

AltaLink is committed to sharing information about its projects and working 
with the public to ensure stakeholder input and concerns are heard and 
addressed. A summary of stakeholder comments will be incorporated into  
the application we submit to the Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC).

conTAcTing us DirecTly

You can contact us by phone, email, mail or through our website. Our contact 
information is on both the front and back page of this newsletter.

Anticipated project schedule
Although we attempt to follow the anticipated project schedule, it is 
subject to change. We will continue to provide you with updated schedule 
information as the project progresses.

Fall 2011 Notify and consult with stakeholders on potential 
route options

Late 2011 File application with Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC)

DEFiNiTiON 

Alberta utilities 
commission 
The Alberta utilities commission 
(Auc) ensures the fair and 
responsible delivery of Alberta’s 
utility services. Altalink submits 
applications for new transmission 
projects to the Auc and the Auc 
reviews them in a public process. 

WhO iS ALTALiNk? 
Altalink’s transmission system 
efficiently delivers electricity to  
85 per cent of Albertans. Dedicated 
to meeting the growing need for 
electricity, Altalink connects 
Albertans to renewable, reliable  
and low-cost power. with a 
commitment to community and 
environment, Altalink is ensuring  
the transmission system will  
support Albertans’ quality of life  
for years to come. learn more at 
www.altalink.ca. 
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DEFiNiTiON 

Facilities Application 
Altalink submits Facilities 
Applications to the Auc for 
review. A Facilities Application 
describes how Altalink proposes 
to meet the requirement for a 
transmission project. it includes 
routing details, results of the 
participant involvement program 
and technical details. Facilities 
Applications must be approved  
by the Auc before construction 
can begin. 

DEFiNiTiON

Alberta electric system 
operator
The Alberta electric system 
operator (Aeso) is the 
independent, not-for-profit 
organization responsible for 
the safe, reliable and economic 
planning and operation of the 
Alberta electric system.

Next steps
After AltaLink’s consultation process is complete we will file a Facilities 
Application with the AUC. The AUC will review the Facilities Application 
through a process in which stakeholders can participate.

We will notify stakeholders when we file the application and again once  
the AUC has reached a decision about the project. To learn more about  
the AUC process and how you can become involved, please refer to the 
brochure included in this package titled Public Involvement in Needs or 
Facilities Applications.

Other projects in your area 
AltaLink is working on another project in the area to make sure your lights 
come on at the flick of the switch. 

project Description status

South Foothills 
Transmission Project

A new 240 kV (240,000 volts) 
transmission line to be built 
from the proposed Windy 
Flats Substation to east of 
High River.

Currently completing 
public consultation 
on the preferred and 
alternate routes. We 
anticipate filing the 
Facilities Application 
with the AUC in  
Fall 2011.

NOTE
The Alberta Electric System 
Operator (AESO) has made 
some amendments to the 
Southern Alberta Transmission 
Reinforcement Needs 
Identification Document  
(SATR NID).

The AESO has provided a SATR 
NID Amendment Overview to 
be included in this package for 
a more detailed explanation 
about the amendments.

If you have any questions 
regarding the AESO NID 
Amendment Overview, please 
contact the AESO at  
1-888-866-2959. 
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DiD yOU kNOW?
The amount of energy used 
to power home electronics 
in residences across Canada 
more than doubled between 
1990 and 2007. The majority 
of Canadian homes have more 
than one television and more 
than a quarter of households 
used at least three sets in 
2007. TVs, DVD players and 
other electronic devices are 
drawing more and more 
power from the grid on a 
continual basis.
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What to expect during construction
If this project is approved, AltaLink will be committed to the protection and 
restoration of the project area throughout the construction process.  
We have set strict standards by which we operate, including restricting work 
hours to reduce the impacts to local residents and businesses, ensuring safe 
construction practices and following environmental protection measures.

Depending on where you are in relation to the project, you may see or hear:

• noise and construction crews

• transmission structure construction

• wire stringing on the transmission structures

Obtaining access and carrying out activities on private property will be 
done in consultation with the landowner. Any noise associated with the 
construction or operation of the new facilities will comply with the AUC’s 
Noise Control Rule 12 and other relevant provincial and municipal noise 
regulations and standards.

Additional work spaces and access trails
The majority of the work in this project will be completed along the existing 
right-of-ways; but additional workspace and access trails are required for the 
safe construction of the transmission line. These additional work spaces are 
needed to build the line more efficiently.

Access trails are sometimes needed to provide more efficient access to the 
transmission line during the construction period. These trails are usually 
temporary and are located on private properties. 

If the project is approved, we will require additional work spaces and access 
trails only on the approved route. AltaLink will work with landowners in 
identifying the access trail(s) we may propose on your property, and we will 
restore the access trail area to its original condition.
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More information

To learn more about the proposed project please contact:

AlTAlink 

1-877-450-4484 (toll free)  
Email: ftps@altalink.ca

To learn more about Alberta’s electricity system and the need for the project, 
please contact:

AlberTA elecTric sysTem operATor (Aeso) 

1-888-866-2959 
Email: stakeholder.relations@aeso.ca

To learn more about the application and review process, please contact:

AlberTA uTiliTies commission (Auc) 

780-427-4903  
(You can call toll-free by dialing 310-0000 before the number) 
Email: utilitiesconcerns@auc.ab.ca

2611 - 3rd Avenue SE  
Calgary, Alberta T2A 7W7 

Printed on paper using post-consumer content

iNCLUDED iN ThiS 
iNFORMATiON 
PACkAgE:
• project maps

•  Altalink brochure: A Dialogue 
on Electric & Magnetic Fields 

•  Altalink brochure: Good 
Neighbours 

•  Auc brochure: Public 
Involvement in Needs or 
Facilities Applications 

•  Aeso niD Amendment 
overview


