
Myths vs. facts

www.albertaelectricityfuture.ca/satr  •  satrinfo@altalink.ca  •  1-877-269-5903 (toll-free)  

Myth: AltaLink doesn’t take stakeholder comments into consideration in the route identification process.
Fact: AltaLink uses stakeholder input to help identify the route with the lowest overall impact for a new 
transmission line. When stakeholders identify things along route segments we were previously unaware of, 
those are recorded and taken into consideration as the various route options are evaluated. Stakeholder input 
is important to the route identification and refinement process and has resulted in modifications and changes 
to projects in the past.  
 
Myth: Signing consultation forms means you are agreeing to an easement.
Fact: Signing consultation forms only means you agree the information collected in the form is accurate and 
captures your concerns and questions. It doesn’t imply you’ve agreed to have a transmission line on your 
property. 
 
Myth: AltaLink benefits from keeping Annual Structure Payments (ASPs) lower.
Fact: Spending less on ASPs does not mean AltaLink earns an increased profit. The Alberta Utilities Commission 
(AUC) must review and approve our costs. As a regulated utility, we must balance compensating landowners 
fairly while ensuring our costs are prudent, as our costs flow through to all Alberta ratepayers.  
 
Myth: Stakeholders have no recourse if they disagree with our compensation package.
Fact: Where AltaLink and a landowner or occupant fail to reach an agreement regarding compensation related 
to a transmission project on privately owned or crown occupied lands, the landowner has the right to have the 
Surface Rights Board, under the Surface Rights Act, resolve the compensation. 
 
Myth: AltaLink discourages landowners from getting involved in the AUC and Surface Rights Board processes.
Fact: AltaLink supports the AUC’s regulatory processes and agrees that landowners concerned about the siting 
of our projects should have a fair and open opportunity to challenge our decisions in front of the AUC. AltaLink 
provides information about the AUC in its stakeholder information packages, including information about how 
to become involved in the process. AltaLink also supports the Surface Rights Board process as a measure to 
resolve disagreements. 
 
Myth: Landowners are liable for accidental damage caused to transmission structures. 
Fact: Landowners are not liable if they cause accidental damage to transmission structures. AltaLink is 
responsible for repairing the facilities. Landowners are only liable in cases where they cause damage to a  
structure intentionally.  
 
Myth: AltaLink can build additional towers on a right-of-way once an easement is signed without consulting 
with landowners. 
Fact: AltaLink cannot build an additional line on an existing right-of-way. When AltaLink needs to build a 
new transmission line, a new right-of-way is required to maintain safe operating distances from existing 
lines. AltaLink will consult with stakeholders and requires the approval of the AUC before building any new 
transmission lines.
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