
Compensation 
There are three general types of compensation if the 
right-of-way for the transmission line route that is 
approved by the Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC)  
is on a landowner’s property:

Easement acquisition for the transmission line 
right-of-way

Where a route that is approved by the AUC crosses 
private land, AltaLink must acquire land rights from 
landowners. AltaLink would offer to acquire an 
easement on the land for market value, while the 
landowner retains full ownership of the property.  
The easement would provide access to the facilities 
for the purposes of construction and maintenance 
and limits development along the right-of-way to 
ensure the reliability of the transmission line and the 
safety of the public. 

If AltaLink and the landowner are unable to reach 
agreement for an easement, AltaLink would apply for 
a right-of-entry order and compensation would be 
determined by the Alberta Surface Rights Board. 

Annual structure payments (ASP)

An annual structure payment (ASP) is paid to 
landowners who have transmission towers on 
their cultivated and uncultivated lands. The ASP is 
intended to compensate landowners, in part, for 
the inconvenience and costs associated with weed 
control, additional operation time, additional seed, 

pesticide and fertilizer used when farming around 
the structures. Additionally the ASP compensates 
landowners for loss of crop within and around the 
structures due to compaction, double seeding and 
double spraying.

Supplementary compensation

There are a number of other forms of compensation 
that landowners may be eligible for including general 
disturbance payments and construction damages.

Transmission Line Construction
AltaLink is committed to the protection and 
restoration of our project areas. On both cultivated 
and uncultivated lands, AltaLink strives to balance the 
effect of our operations on the environment. As such, 
we have set strict environmental standards to operate 
our business.

Wildlife

Protection measures will be developed and 
implemented as required for specific species at risk. 
An environmental monitor will be assigned to the 
project to ensure appropriate implementation of an 
environmental protection plan.    

Project Considerations
During AltaLink’s three previous open houses in June 2009 and the more than 150 one-on-one consultations 
with landowners along our preliminary route options, some common questions arose regarding compensation, 
transmission line construction and electric and magnetic fields (EMF). This newsletter provides more 
information on these project considerations. Should you have any questions or comments please contact us 
directly at 1-877-269-5903 (toll-free) or e-mail satrinfo@altalink.ca for more information.



Natural and cultivated lands

Contractors will use site-specific compaction, erosion 
and weed control measures to reduce environmental 
impacts:

• Specific grasslands protection measures are being 
developed and will be implemented

• Topsoil will be salvaged from excavation areas and 
reused to reclaim disturbed areas

• Work on agricultural or native lands may be 
restricted during certain times of the day, thaws or 
heavy precipitation events to minimize soil damage

• Weed control measures will be implemented to 
reduce the risk of spreading weeds

• After construction, areas of ground disturbance will 
be reclaimed  

Weed control 

Where the transmission line crosses an individual 
landowner’s property, a portion of the annual 
structure payment (ASP) compensates the landowner 
for ongoing weed control measures. This allows the 
landowner to choose their preferred method of weed 
control (mechanical or chemical). A landowner could 
conduct weed control measures independently or 
have a private company manage weed control on 
their behalf. 

Traffic

During construction, there may be a slight disruption 
to traffic. Landowners will be notified in advance of any 
disruption. Traffic control protocol is implemented on 
all sites to ensure:

• No unauthorized vehicles are on the right-of-way

• Construction traffic is restricted to authorized areas

• Prior to entry on the right-of-way all equipment 
is properly cleaned and free of mud, vegetation, 
visible oil, gas and grease leaks

Audible noise

Short-term noise may be produced during the 
construction phase. After construction is complete, 
the transmission line will normally produce a low 
level noise that might be more noticeable during wet 
conditions. Our transmission lines are designed to 
comply with all applicable noise guidelines. 

For more information on transmission line construction 
please see the newsletter included in this package.

Electric and magnetic fields (EMF)
AltaLink recognizes that some people are concerned 
about EMF and we treat those concerns very 
seriously. For more information please refer to the 
brochure titled A Dialogue on Electric & Magnetic 
Fields included with this package.


