
Why are you receiving this newsletter?
You are receiving this newsletter because you are a resident or 

landowner located near the proposed Castle Rock Ridge Wind Farm 
Connection. As this project may directly affect your property 
AltaLink wants to share the following project details with you.  

What does this project involve? 
 •  A new transmission line approximately 7.5 kilometres in   
        length 

 •  A new substation located on the Castle Rock Ridge wind   
     farm site 

   We want to provide you with:
    •  Project details
       •  A project schedule 
         •  A map
         •  Information about how you can provide input

Who is AltaLink?
AltaLink owns the transmission system in the area and has been directed to consult with you on this project. 
We are a regulated utility that owns and operates approximately 11,800 kilometres of transmission lines and 
270 substations. We provide electric service to more than 85 per cent of Albertans and own the majority of the 
transmission system in central and southern Alberta. To find out more about AltaLink, or if you have any questions 
please contact us at 1-877-267-1453.
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Thank you!
Your feedback is important to us. To learn more about 
this project visit www.albertaelectricityfuture.ca. To 
learn more about AltaLink visit www.altalink.ca, or 
please contact us at the information listed below.

AltaLink works 24 hours 
a day, 365 days a year to 
keep your lights on?

With a dedicated 
team of nearly 400 
employees, our office, 
control centre and field    

staff work to make sure your lights come on 
when you flick the switch.

By combining powerful computers, steel, 
wood and wire with innovation, passion and a 
commitment to service we move power across 
the province in the blink of an eye. 

2611 - 3rd Avenue SE  
Calgary, Alberta T2A 7W7
Phone: 1-877-267-1453  
Fax: 403-267-3425
www.albertaelectricityfuture.ca

Did you know...

Who can you contact for more information?

To learn more about the proposed Castle Rock Ridge project you can contact: 
 
AltaLink at 1-877-267-1453 
E-mail: siting.consultation@altalink.ca. 

Alberta Electric System Operator (AESO) at 1-888-866-2959
E-mail: stakeholder.relations@aeso.ca

Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) at 403-592-8845
(You can call toll-free by dialing 310-0000 before the number.)

Pincher 
Creek

Wednesday 
June 17, 2009 
3 to 8 p.m.

Heritage Inn 
919 Waterton Avenue 
Pincher Creek, AB

Included in this Stakeholder Information Package:

•   About the Southern Alberta Transmission Reinforcement 
•   AESO Need overview 
•   An aerial photo map 
•   A Dialogue on Electric & Magnetic Fields
•   Good Neighbours
•   Public Involvement in Facility Applications to the Alberta Utilities Commission

You’re invited...

Open house

AltaLink strongly believes in the public consultation process and is seeking feedback from you. 
We will be hosting an open house for the Castle Rock Ridge project in June. AltaLink and AESO 
representatives will be there to provide information about the proposed project and answer 
any questions you may have. Please contact us if you have questions prior to the open house. 
Our contact information is on the back of this newsletter.
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Other projects in your area
AltaLink has a variety of projects in different stages of planning or development. Some are 
related to the SATR while others are part of regular work on our transmission lines and 
substations. You may receive further information about these projects if you are a landowner or 
resident in the area. Please contact us if you have questions about future projects.



Electricity. When you need it.
How can you provide input?
Your feedback is important to us and we will work with you to ensure your 
concerns and issues are understood and addressed. You can provide your 
feedback by: 
 
Contacting us directly
Phone: 1-877-267-1453  
E-mail: siting.consultation@altalink.ca. 

Attending the open house
We are hosting an open house about the Castle Rock Ridge Wind Farm Connection on June 17, 2009 in Pincher 
Creek. The details of the open house are inside this newsletter. We will also advertise the date, time and location 
of the open house in local newspapers. Project team members will be available at the open house to answer 
questions, provide information about the project and gather your feedback. 

Engaging in personal consultations
AltaLink representatives will contact residents and landowners near the potential routes in June and July to 
address any questions or concerns and will bring detailed maps of the proposed route in proximity to your 
location.

We will summarize your input and any commitments we 
make to you in a Facility Application (FA). The FA describes 
our plans to meet technical requirements set by the AESO and 
provides information on routing, environment, costs, project 
components and schedules and our participant involvement 
program. Your name may be disclosed in our FA, but your 
specific concerns will not. We will submit the FA to the Alberta 
Utilities Commission (AUC) for its approval. The AUC may 
decide to review the application through a public hearing 
process or written hearing process.

What are the project details?
New transmission line
The proposed transmission line (966L/994L) will be a double circuit  
240 kV line, will be approximately 7.5 kilometres in length and will 
connect the new Goose Lake substation (103S) which is expected to be 
in-service in spring 2010.

The transmission line towers will be:
• steel lattice
• 45 to 50 metres tall 
• spaced approximately 350 metres apart 
• located on a right-of-way 60 to 70 metres wide 

A right-of-way refers to the strip of land required for the construction 
and operation of a transmission line. The right-of-way and areas along 
the right-of-way are subject to development restrictions to help ensure 
the safe operation of the transmission lines.  

New Castle Rock Ridge substation 
The Castle Rock Ridge substation (205S) will be roughly 120 by 130 
metres in size and will be fenced. The substation will be leased on 
private property. Please refer to the enclosed maps for the proposed 
route options and for the location of the proposed Castle Rock Ridge 
substation. 

Why is this project needed?
The Alberta Electric System Operator (AESO), an independent, not-for-profit entity responsible for the safe, 
reliable and economic planning and operation of the Alberta Interconnected Electric System, has identified the 
need to reinforce the transmission system in southern Alberta. Alberta’s electrical grid needs more capacity to 
make room for power generated from new wind farm projects proposed throughout southern Alberta. New 
transmission lines are required to support this growth and collectively these projects make up the Southern 
Alberta Transmission Reinforcement (SATR). 

The AESO filed the need for SATR in a formal application, known as a Needs Identification Document (NID) with 
the Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) in December 2008. The AUC is a quasi-judicial agency of the Alberta 
government that ensures the fair and responsible delivery of our utility services. The AUC has scheduled a 
public hearing starting on June 22, 2009, in Lethbridge to determine whether or not to approve the NID. 

The AESO has directed AltaLink to determine potential route options for the Castle Rock Ridge Wind Farm 
Connection. If the AUC approves the need for this project, AltaLink will apply to the AUC to build the new 
transmission line and substation to connect the wind farm to Alberta’s electrical grid.
 
Enel Alberta Wind Inc., in collaboration with their project partner Wind Power Inc., has proposed to develop  
the Castle Rock Ridge wind farm, a wind-powered generating facility located approximately 7.5 kilometres 
northwest of Pincher Creek, Alberta. The proposed Castle Rock Ridge wind farm is a 115 megawatt (MW) 
generating facility, comprised of 50 wind turbines that will supply wind-generated power to Alberta.

What is the project schedule?
Typical 240 kV double circuit tower  
similar to the tower being proposed.

Notify and consult with stakeholders 

File application with the Alberta Utilities Commission 
(AUC) for regulatory review and approval 
 
Start project construction if approval is granted by AUC

 

June 2009 

September 
2009 

 
January 2010

The existing Pincher Creek  
substation is pictured on the right 
(marked by an ‘x’). The new Goose 
Lake 103S substation will be built 
directly to the left of the existing 
substation (see red circle) in the 
Spring of 2010 and will connect the 
new Castle Rock Ridge substation 
to Alberta’s electrical grid via the 
proposed transmission line.

The image to the left is an example of the ENERCON wind 
turbine being used for the Castle Rock Ridge wind farm.

January 2011 Complete project construction 
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