
Update: Western Alberta Transmission Line

February 2011

www.albertaelectricityfuture.ca/westernline  •  westernline@altalink.ca  •  1-877-267-5973 (toll-free)   

Dear Stakeholder, 

We want to provide you with a final update about the  
proposed Western Alberta Transmission Line project. We 
have identified preferred and alternate routes for this 
project and will include them in the application we plan to 
file with the Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) in the near 
future. The preferred and alternate routes are shown in the 
map to the right. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing participation in this project.  
Your input has been critical in the route selection process.
 
About the preferred and alternate routes

Preferred route (in red on the map)

The preferred route parallels 220 kilometres of existing 
transmission lines west of Highway 2. This route:
•    is approximately 350 kilometres long
•    has a low environmental impact
•    crosses less cultivated land than the alternate route
•    has a low number of residences within 150 metres 
•    aligns with policies that encourage consolidation of facilities  
      (i.e. paralleling)

Alternate route (green)

The alternate route parallels 50 kilometres of existing 
transmission lines east of Highway 2. This route:
•    is approximately 350 kilometres long
•    has a higher environmental impact than the preferred route
•    crosses more cultivated land than the preferred route
•    has a low number of residences within 150 metres

We are also including optional route segments along both the preferred and alternate routes in our application to the 
AUC for its consideration. These options are shown in various colours on the map above. For more information about the 
routes and detailed maps, please visit www.albertaelectricityfuture.ca/westernline.  

Once again, thank you for your participation in this project. Your input is important to us. If you’d like to follow the  
progress of this project please visit our website or contact us using any of the ways listed below. 

Sincerely,

Leigh Clarke
Senior Vice President, External Engagement
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This map shows only a high-level 
view of the routes. Please visit our 
website for a more detailed view. 

If this project is approved, only one 
line will be built.

Optional route segments
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What’s next
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The next steps for this project include:

Application filing 
We will file our application with the Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) in the near future and it will be available on the 
AUC’s website (listed below). Once the AUC deems the application complete, a Notice of Application or Hearing will be 
issued to stakeholders who may be affected by the application. The notice is also typically published in local newspapers.
 
AUC process
We expect the AUC process to take about a year. It includes reviewing the application, holding a hearing and coming to a 
decision about the application. For more information about the AUC process and how you can participate, please contact 
the AUC directly at:
 
 Website: www.auc.ab.ca 
 E-mail: utilitiesconcerns@auc.ab.ca 
 Phone: 780-427-4903 (You can call toll-free by dialing 310-0000 before the number.)

Construction
If the project is approved by the AUC, construction could begin in the summer of 2012. We expect the construction  
process to take approximately two to two and a half years.

The proposed Western Alberta Transmission Line project: 
 
•   is a 500 kV (500,000 volts) Direct Current (DC)  
     transmission line 

•   will be built between the Genesee and Langdon areas
 
•   will include a converter station at each end of the line that 
     changes electricity from DC to Alternating Current (AC) and  
     back so the DC line can connect with the rest of the province’s  
     AC electricity system

This is the last notification we will 
send to you about this project before 
filing our application. If the project 
is approved, stakeholders along the 
approved route will receive updates 
throughout the construction process.


