
Managing transmission line rights-of-way 
during construction

AltaLink operates approximately 12,000 kilometres of 
transmission lines that are located on rights-of-way. A 
right-of-way is the physical space a transmission line 
encompasses, including areas on either side of the line, 
and is required for the safe construction and operation of a 
transmission line.

Access trails
Depending on the project and location, we may need to construct access trails 
in order to access the right-of-way for construction. Access trails are usually 
temporary and are required where irrigation canals, ditches or coulees make 
driving along the right-of-way impractical. In some instances, undeveloped road 
allowances are also identified as access trails.

We restore temporary access trails to original condition once construction is 
complete.

Vegetation and tree clearing
To ensure safe working conditions we will clear brush, large rocks and uneven 
terrain to create a relatively flat workspace. 

Trees or high-reaching plants growing in or along the edge of a transmission line 
right-of-way can become a potential hazard when there is a risk of the branches 
contacting the transmission line. Generally:

• trees that have potential to grow and fall into the wires will be removed

• trees and shrubs are removed around structure  locations and along access 
trails to create a safe work space

• low-growing species that do not reach significant heights (e.g. willows) do not 
need to be removed

 
When vegetation or tree clearing is required, we will consult with you about the methods
available including mechanical (cutting) or chemical control (herbicide spraying). When 
applicable, we will salvage timber and store it beside the right-of-way for landowner use.
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MANAGING RIGHTS-
OF-WAY AFTER 
CONSTRUCTION
After construction is complete 
AltaLink continues to work with 
landowners, developers and 
municipalities to ensure that our 
transmission line rights-of way are 
properly managed.  

For your safety and the reliability 
of the electrical system, it is 
important to contact us not only 
for uses or alterations within 
the right-of-way, but also those 
within 100 metres (328 feet) of the 
right-of-way. You can contact us at 
3rdpartyrequests@altalink.ca or 
visit www.altalink.ca/rightofway.



Weed control
Weed control policies are defined in the Environmental Protection Plan created 
to meet the specific needs of each project. All employees and contractors are 
required to complete an orientation program to ensure this plan is followed when 
accessing the right-of-way.

As part of the plan, we identify occurrences of weeds in project areas – including 
those defined as Noxious and Prohibited Noxious under the Alberta Weed Control 
Act and Regulation. We also identify lands that contain soil-borne disease. When 
required, mitigation measures are implemented. Mitigation measures may include 
cleaning vehicles and equipment at designated cleaning stations to remove 
visible soil, caked-on mud, or plant debris. Cleaning techniques may include high-
pressure air hose, high-pressure steam, pressure washing, or manual brushing.

Matting
Mats are used for crossing facilities, right-of-way access or environmental 
purposes. The mats are necessary to prevent soil disturbance, but we understand 
they may be an inconvenience. Matting requirements are specific to each location. 

Dust management
Transmission line construction requires a large workforce and significant materials 
and equipment. By using designated traffic routes and monitoring driving speeds 
we can reduce dust and the hazards of flying rocks. 

We also offer dust control measures to landowners near gravel roads where there 
will be increased traffic and the use of heavy load vehicles. We will spray a dust 
control solution that holds moisture for a long period of time and causes the dust 
on the road to settle.

Should you have any concerns or questions related to our 
construction activities, please contact us. 

CONTACT US

1-877-267-5973
www.altalink.ca

Matting


