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Since 1982, when our 
transmission system  
had its last major upgrade, 
our population has nearly 
doubled, our economy 
has continued to grow, 
and we’ve acquired many 
more devices that rely 
on electricity. During this 
period, AltaLink has been 
maintaining the system 
to keep things running 
smoothly, but a major 
upgrade is needed to 
ensure that electricity 
continues to be delivered 
safely, efficiently, and 

reliably well into  
the future.

“We’re 
energizing 
your hot cup 
of coffee, 
your famous 
homemade 
pancakes, 
and the best 
part of your 
morning.”

ALtALink



the vALue of trAnSmiSSion 

AltaLink’s transmission projects 
do more than provide reliable 
electricity, they create jobs for 
Albertans. For instance, more than 
80 local businesses were directly 
involved in the construction of our 
Southwest 240 kV transmission line.

One project now under construction 
is the Cassils to Bowmanton to 
Whitla project in southern Alberta. 
When this project is complete in 
2014, hundreds of jobs will have 
been created and several planned  
wind farms will be able to connect 
to the electric grid, giving Albertans 
access to more green wind energy.

Once transmission facilities are 
built and in service, they provide a 
wide range of additional benefits. 
For example, they deliver more 
affordable, reliable electricity while 
increasing efficiencies and they 
connect Albertans to alternative 
sources of green, renewable energy.

“We’re 
keeping the 
video games 
charged, 
the music 
playing, and 
your morning 
commute 
quiet.”

ALtALink



“We’re 
keeping the 
ice cold,  
the bleachers 
warm, and  
the post-
game pizza 
hot.”

hoW increASing  
DemAnD iS increASing 
preSSure

Alberta’s electric system is 
under increasing pressure. Each 
year, electricity consumption  
in the province increases at a 
rate that is equivalent to adding 
two cities the size of Red Deer 
to the electric grid. 

Our growing population isn’t 
the only strain on our electric 
system—our economy is also 

demanding more. According 
to the Alberta Economic 
Development Authority, our 
economic recovery was stronger 
than predicted in 2011, and it  
is expected to continue to grow. 

Industry and businesses across 
Alberta rely on electricity 
to operate, and an efficient 
transmission system positions 
our economy to continue to 
thrive. Investing in a transmission 
system upgrade today will save 
Albertans money in the future.

ALtALink



“We’re 
energizing the  
after-school 
rehearsals, 
video cameras, 
and their 
moment in 
the spotlight.”

WhAt it meAnS  
to be your neighbour

Our projects cover great distances, 
which means we have many 
neighbours—most of them in 
rural communities. This gives us 
a chance to get to know and 
support rural Albertans through 
our involvement with 4-H and other 
community engagement programs. 

AltaLink is proud to be a Legacy 
Builder sponsor as well as the title 
sponsor of all regional, district, 
and provincial communications 
and public-speaking programs for 
Alberta 4-H. It’s just one example  
of our approach to corporate giving 
and our strategic alliances with 
non-profit partners in communities 
where we live and work. 

When planning new infrastructure, 
we spend thousands of hours 
consulting with landowners to 
ensure the best possible solutions. 
In 2011 alone, we conducted more 
than 5,000 consultations and held 
more than 60 open houses. We 
value the people we meet and  
the relationships we build, and we  
work hard to ensure landowners’ 
ideas and concerns are included  
as part of the process.

ALtALink



“We’re  
keeping  
digital cameras 
charged,  
our recycling 
programs 
innovative, 
and our 
environmental 
impact low.”

WhAt We’re Doing  
to Limit our impAct

As Albertans, we love getting 
outside to enjoy our province’s 
natural landscapes. So we’ve 
made it our priority to preserve, 
protect, and restore the areas 

where we work. We are 
industry leaders when it 

comes to protecting the 
environment. From 

being the first  
utility in Canada  

to develop 
an Avian 

Protection 

Plan to helping develop and test 
a made-in-Alberta substation 
cover-up to protect wildlife, we’re 
proud to be on the forefront of 
environmental innovation.

We also have several recycling 
programs in place. When a 
transmission line is removed from 
service, we ensure the wood 
poles that once supported electric 
wires are reused or recycled.  
To date, we’ve recycled thousands 
of transmission poles and 
we’re continuing to look for 
new ways to reduce 
our environmental footprint.

ALtALink



the pLAnner: 
ALbertA eLectric 
SyStem operAtor 
(AESO)

pLAnS AnD 
operAteS the 
provinciAL 
trAnSmiSSion 
SyStem So 
ALbertAnS 
cAn count on 
SAfe, reLiAbLe 
eLectricity

the reguLAtor: 
ALbertA utiLitieS 
COmmiSSiOn (AUC)

enSureS  
the fAir AnD 
reSponSibLe 
DeLivery of 
ALbertA’S utiLity 
ServiceS AnD 
revieWS neW 
trAnSmiSSion 
projectS in A 
pubLic proceSS

the poWer 
generAtorS

convert SourceS 
of energy into 
eLectric poWer

the trAnSporterS

thiS iS uS! 
trAnSmiSSion 
LineS AnD 
SubStAtionS 
connect the 
poWer proDuceD 
At generAtion 
fAciLitieS to 
DiStribution 
SyStemS

the DiStributorS

cArry eLectricity 
DirectLy to 
the peopLe 
Who neeD it

the retAiLerS 

give conSumerS  
A choice of 
eLectricity 
Service proviDerS

the enD uSer

thiS iS you! 
eLectricity iS 
DeLivereD  
to homeS,  
fArmS, AnD 
buSineSSeS

hoW eLectricity 
getS to you

ALtALink

AltaLink serves 85% 
of Albertans, operates 
280 substations and 
approximately 12,000 
kilometres of transmission 
lines. Our transmission 
system is a network that 

transports electricity across 
the province in the blink of 
an eye. It is the essential link 
that connects homes, farms, 
and businesses to electricity 
generated across Alberta.
That’s why keeping our 

transmission system updated 
and operating at its full 

potential is so important. 
Strengthening the 

system will provide 
you with access 

to renewable 

energy sources such as 
wind, solar, and biomass. 
It will also significantly 
improve competition in 
Alberta’s electricity market, 
reduce energy costs, and 
save you money.  



Where you’LL finD uS

As Canada’s only fully independent 
transmission company, we provide 
electricity to more than 1 million 
Alberta households. We’re 
responsible for the maintenance 
and operation of lines stretching 
from Conklin down to Provost, 
Hinton over to Coutts and all the 
substations in between.

We’re AltaLink and we’re 
energizing Alberta. Our team  
of almost 700 employees  
works behind the scenes to 
build, improve, and manage  
one of the most complex 
machines in Canada—Alberta’s 
electric transmission system. 
It’s a big job and we love it. 
We’re proud to ensure you have 
reliable electricity when you 
need it, and we’re excited to be 
connecting you to new, greener 
sources of energy.

We understand electricity is 
something you don’t want  
to worry about. Like you, we want 
Alberta’s economy to continue  
to grow and prosper, to know our 
power bills will be reasonable,  
and that our kids’ bedtime 
stories will be illuminated. 

Our transmission lines have 
been energizing Alberta for 
more than 100 years— 
and we look forward  
to keeping the lights 
on for many years  
to come.

Sincerely,  
AltaLink

“We’re proud  
to be energizing 
Alberta.”
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“ Let’s talk 
transmission.”
 Now that we’ve told you about us,  
we want to know what you think. 

 AltaLink.ca 
Facebook.com/altalinktransmission 
Twitter.com/AltaLink

2611 3rd Avenue SE  
Calgary, Alberta T2A 7W7 
Phone 403 267 3400   
Toll-free 1 866 451 7817 
Fax 403 267 4454


