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Irrigation equipment and electricity facilities can be near one another. For your own safety, it’s important to

understand how electricity facilities, like transmission structures and wires may be impacted by or could come

into contact with your irrigation equipment. 
 
Understanding how you use irrigation will assist us in finding possible structure locations with the lowest

overall impact to you and your operations. 
 
There are three safety aspects to consider when using irrigation around transmission structures and wires:

proximity, spraying and induction. 
 
Please remember! Electricity can flow through many materials to make a path to the ground, including water.

If you enter this path you could be seriously injured. 

Proximity

Coming too close to a transmission wire can cause a path between the equipment and the ground and cause

serious injury to the person operating the equipment. Exercise caution when using any kind of equipment

near any electricity facilities, including transmission lines, and be sure to not create a path to the ground.

Do not store irrigation equipment under or near power lines. Pipes and other large objects should always be

carried in a horizontal position to ensure contact with power lines does not occur.

 
Spraying

Water should never be sprayed directly toward transmission wires. Always ensure a water stream is broken up

into a spray before it comes anywhere near the wires.

The stream can be broken up into a spray by using ‘flappers’ or altering your nozzle design. This is particularly

important for large spray guns, such as those on the end of many pivot irrigation systems. Ensuring there is

adequate space between the nozzle or water stream and the power lines will reduce the risk of injury.

 
Induction

In rare circumstances, induction can occur if a piece of irrigation equipment is electrically charged by a being

parallel to a power line. In general the following guidelines will prevent the possibility of shocks associated

with induction:

1. Irrigation equipment should not be stored near power lines and wheel move irrigation systems should

be moved away from power lines. Center pivot systems should be oriented perpendicular with respect to

transmission lines, preferably away from the power line.

2. Maintenance on the irrigation is best done when the irrigation equipment is oriented as described above.
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Irrigation 



AltaLink strives to uphold the highest standards of safety in the operation and maintenance of its electrical transmission 
facilities and to promote awareness of electrical safety in the community. While AltaLink cannot guarantee that the steps 
discussed in this brochure eliminate all risk of electrical shock or transmission, AltaLink is committed to working with 
landowners to ensure that all reasonable steps are taken to mitigate the potential impact of electrical facilities on an 
irrigation system. If you have any questions regarding the information related in this brochure or if you have concerns 
that you would like to discuss, please call 1.800.269.5903

Location of transmission line

The location of new transmission lines and their structures can often be adjusted to reduce the potential impact on how 
existing or planned irrigation systems operate. If we understand how your irrigation system works and moves, we can 
work with you to reduce or eliminate the potential impacts.
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