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Red Deer Area
Transmission Development
Stage four: Removing existing transmission lines

You are receiving this newsletter because you are near
one of the transmission lines we are proposing to remove
in the area and we want your input.
As a result of new electricity transmission developments that are being
constructed and will soon be energized, AltaLink is proposing to remove
portions of existing transmission lines that will no longer be needed
You may have previously heard about this transmission line removal project
in relation to the larger Red Deer Area Transmission Development (RDATD).
Stage three of RDATD includes proposed transmission system upgrades
between the Wetaskiwin and Didsbury areas. Stage four of RDATD involves
the removal of existing transmission lines once the new transmission
developments are energized.
The existing transmission lines (716L and a portion of 80L) between
Wetaskiwin and the Lacombe area will no longer be needed once the 423L
project, which is being constructed by AltaLink near Lacombe, is energized.
The existing transmission line (80L) between Red Deer and Innisfail will no
longer be needed once the 419L/420L, being constructed near Innisfail as part
of AltaLink’s Hazelwood project is energized. For more information regarding
locations of the transmission lines to be removed in this project, please see
the maps included in this package. For more information about the RDATD,
please visit www.altalink.ca/reddeer.

AltaLink’s transmission system efficiently
delivers electricity to 85 per cent of
Albertans. Dedicated to meeting the
growing need for electricity, AltaLink
connects Albertans to reliable power. With
a commitment to community and
environment, AltaLink is ensuring the
transmission system will support
Albertans’ quality of life for years to come.
Learn more at www.altalink.ca.

DEFINITION:

Transmission
Transmission lines make up
Alberta’s electric highway, linking
the places where power is
generated to your community
where power is used. Transmission
lines transport large amounts of
power over long distances from
power plants across the province.
The transmission system connects
diverse sources of power
generation including wind, highefficiency coal, natural gas and
more.

CONTACT US
1-877-267-1453
stakeholderrelations@altalink.ca
www.altalink.ca/reddeer

Transmission line removal

Wetaskiwin to Lacombe
We are proposing to remove approximately 60 kilometres
of transmission line that connects the Wetaskiwin and West
Lacombe substations. A portion of this transmission line
crosses a provincially recognized historical resource feature
located south west of Ponoka. AltaLink will be consulting
with stakeholders regarding this feature.
Please note: Certain portions of this transmission line cross
the Ermineskin and Samson Cree Nations reserves. AltaLink
proposes to enter onto the two reserves, remove
transmission line and transmission line structures and
reclaim the right-of-way. TransAlta owns the transmission
lines and transmission line structures that are to be
removed from the reserves. AltaLink and TransAlta will be
collaborating to inform stakeholders of the project specific
details in these locations. AltaLink will be carrying out the
removal of the transmission lines and transmission line
structures on the reserves on behalf of TransAlta.
Red Deer to Innisfail
This transmission line is approximately 25 kilometres long
and connects the Red Deer and Innisfail substations.
AltaLink has previously applied to the Alberta Utilities
Commission (AUC) for approval to remove approximately
two kilometres of this transmission line and is now
proposing to remove the remaining 23 kilometres.

Substation modifications

The majority of the transmission structures we are proposing to
remove look similar to the structure pictured above.

As part of the proposed transmission line removal,
we are also proposing to remove substation
equipment that will no longer be needed. This
includes removing one circuit breaker from each of
the Wetaskiwin and Red Deer substations. All
equipment from the West Lacombe Substation will
be removed.

Transmission structures to be removed

The existing structures along both of the
transmission lines proposed to be removed are
primarily wooden H-frame structures and:
• are approximately 13 to 28 metres tall
• are approximately eight to 10 metres wide
• have a distance between structures of
approximately 180 to 240 metres
• have a right-of-way of approximately 15
metres

We will attempt to remove entire structures, including foundations, where possible with minimal
disturbance. For structures with concrete foundations, poles will be cut approximately three feet below
grade. The process for removing transmission structures and conductor is shown on the Transmission Line
Removal information sheet included in this package.

Reclamation
The wood poles used on the H-frame structures have been treated with chemical preservative. Once the
structures are removed, AltaLink will assess the right-of-way to determine whether remediation is required
at the pole locations. Based on the results of that assessment, AltaLink will develop and implement a
remediation plan for the affected structure locations. Following any necessary remediation, AltaLink will
work with landowners to reclaim the land to its previous use in accordance with our right of way
agreements with those landowners. We will contact landowners as we start the reclamation process.

Annual structure payments
When we remove transmission lines from a property we will also begin the process to end the associated
annual structure payments. If this applies to you, an AltaLink representative will be contacting you to
discuss this further.

Next steps
We will file an application with the AUC. To learn more about the AUC process and how you can become
involved, please refer to the brochure included in this package titled Public involvement in a proposed
utility development.
If this project is approved, you may see or hear construction crews in the area. AltaLink has set strict
standards by which it operates, including restricting work hours to reduce the impacts to local residents
and businesses, ensuring safe construction practices and following environmental protection measures.
Please note that this removal may involve the use of cranes or helicopters.

INCLUDED IN THIS
INFORMATION
PACKAGE:

Anticipated project schedule
Notify and consult with stakeholders
File application with Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC)
Start construction if project is approved
Construction completed

Fall 2016
Winter
Fall 2017
Fall 2018

Although we attempt to follow the anticipated project schedule it is subject to change. We will
continue to provide you with updated schedule information if required as the project progresses.

•
•
•

Project map
AltaLink Transmission Line Removal
information sheet
AUC brochure: Public
involvement in a proposed
utility development

Contact us
To learn more about the proposed project please contact:
ALTALINK
1-855-520-1923 (toll-free)
Email: RedDeerArea@altalink.ca
Website: www.altalink.ca/reddeer
To learn more about TransAlta, please contact:

Anirban Bosu

Transmission Technical Manager
403-267-7453 (office)
403-988-1669 (cell)
Email: Anirban_Bosu@TransAlta.com
To learn more about Alberta’s electric system and the need for the project,
please contact:
ALBERTA ELECTRIC SYSTEM OPERATOR (AESO)
1-888-866-2959 (toll-free)
Email: stakeholder.relations@aeso.ca
To learn more about the application and review process, please contact:
ALBERTA UTILITIES COMMISSION (AUC)
780-427-4903 (toll-free by dialing 310-0000 before the number)
Email: consumer-relations@auc.ab.ca

DEFINITION:

Alberta Electric System
Operator (AESO)
The Alberta Electric System Operator
(AESO) is an independent, not-for-profit
organization responsible for the safe,
reliable and economic planning and
operation of the provincial transmission
grid. If you have any questions or
concerns about the need for this project
you may contact the AESO directly. You
can also make your questions or
concerns known to an AltaLink
representative who will collect your
personal information for the purpose of
addressing your questions and/or
concerns to the AESO. This process may
include disclosure of your personal
information to the AESO.

SUBSCRIBE TO THIS PROJECT
PRIVACY COMMITMENT
AltaLink is committed to protecting your privacy. Collected personal information will be
protected under AltaLink’s Privacy Policy and the Personal Information Protection Act. As part
of the regulatory process for new transmission projects, AltaLink may provide your personal
information to Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC). For more information about how AltaLink
protects your personal information, visit our website at www.altalink.ca/privacy or contact us
directly via e-mail privacy@altalink.ca or phone at 1-877-267-6760.

1) Visit: altalink.ca/projects
2) Search for the project title
3) Click Subscribe to Updates
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