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Electric system developments near you
Blackie Area 138 kV Line Re-configuration
 

DiD yOU kNOw?
The average four-person family in Alberta today 
has 20 ‘instant-on’ electronics such as laptops, 
DVD players, music device chargers and cell 
phone chargers. This is in addition to the other 
appliances necessary to run a home – fridges, 
stoves, microwaves, washers and dryers – all of 
which require a reliable supply of electricity.

More information about the 
proposed project is included  
in this information package.  
We want to provide you with:

• project details

•  maps of the proposed 
development

• project schedule

•  information about how you 
can provide your input
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newsletter because  

you are near the  

Blackie Area 138 kV Line  

Re-configuration and  

we want your input.

LEGEND
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Project details
The proposed project includes upgrades and changes to improve the  
138 kV (138,000 volts) transmission system in your area.

The proposed transmission developments include:

•  removing approximately 24 kilometres (15 miles) of existing single 
circuit, H-frame 138 kV transmission line called 852L between the Blackie 
Substation (253S) (located east of Blackie) and the Queenstown Substation 
(504S) (located west of Queenstown)

•  building approximately 24 kilometres (15 miles) of new double circuit  
138 kV transmission line between the Blackie Substation and the 
Queenstown Substation 

 –  at the Blackie Substation, one circuit of the proposed transmission  
line will connect to the existing 161L transmission line, and the other 
circuit will connect into the Blackie Substation

 –  at the Queenstown Substation, one circuit of the proposed 
transmission line will connect to the existing 876L transmission line, 
and the other circuit will connect into the Queenstown Substation

•  upgrading the existing Blackie and Queenstown substations to 
accommodate new connections for the proposed transmission line

Structure type
AltaLink’s proposed steel pole structures will typically have a:

• height of approximately 22 to 27 metres (72 to 89 feet)

• diameter of one metre (three feet)

• distance between structures averaging 160 metres (525 feet)

• maintained right-of-way width of approximately nine metres (30 feet) 

DEfiNiTiON 

Circuit 
A circuit is the path (i.e. wires 
on the transmission structures) 
in which electricity can be 
transmitted from point A to  
point B. 

 

DEfiNiTiON 

Right-of-way 
A right-of-way is the strip of land 
required for the construction 
and operation of a transmission 
line. A right-of-way refers to the 
physical space a transmission line 
encompasses including areas on 
either side of the line. 

Before 

Picture of existing single circuit, 

H-frame structure used for the 852L 

transmission line

After 

Picture of a double circuit  

138 kV structure similar to  

the structures being proposed

Before After
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why is this project needed?
The Blackie Area 138 kV Line Re-configuration will help prevent transmission 
line congestion and contribute towards a more reliable transmission system in 
southern Alberta. In much the same way highways get congested with more 
traffic, transmission lines get congested and cannot transport additional power. 
The proposed upgrades will help prevent the 138 kV transmission systems in the 
area from overload during emergency or peak demand periods.

This transmission project is part of a larger area development, the Southern 
Alberta Transmission Reinforcement (SATR).

The SATR includes many proposed projects in southern Alberta that will 
provide Albertans with access to new wind generated power. 

DEfiNiTiON 

Transmission 
Transmission lines make up 
Alberta’s electric highway, 
linking the places where power 
is generated to where power is 
used. Transmission lines transport 
large amounts of power over long 
distances across the province. 
The transmission system connects 
diverse sources of power generation 
including wind, high-efficiency coal, 
natural gas and more. 

whO iS ALTALiNk? 
AltaLink’s transmission system 
efficiently delivers electricity to 85 
per cent of Albertans. Dedicated to 
meeting the growing need for 
electricity, AltaLink connects 
Albertans to renewable, reliable 
and low-cost power. With a 
commitment to community and 
environment, AltaLink is ensuring 
the transmission system will 
support Albertans’ quality of life  
for years to come. Learn more at 
www.altalink.ca. 
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Providing your input
Stakeholder input is critical to identifying the best solution for this 
transmission project. You can provide your input by: 

PARTiCiPATing in A one-on-one ConsuLTATion

We will be contacting all landowners, occupants or renters near the proposed 
project to gather input through a one-on-one consultation. 

Through these discussions we will gather detailed information that will help 
us determine the best solution for this project.

ConTACTing us DiReCTLy

You can contact us by phone, e-mail, mail or through our website.

AltaLink 
1-855-520-1923 (toll-free) 
Email: stakeholderrelations@altalink.ca 
Website: www.albertaelectricityfuture.ca/satr
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nexT sTePs

After consulting with you, we will use the input gathered to determine the 
best solution for this project. After the consultation process is complete we 
will file an application with the Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC). The AUC 
will review the application through a process in which you can participate.

We will notify you when we file the application. To learn more about  
the AUC process and how you can become involved, please refer to the 
brochure included in this package titled Public Involvement in Needs or 
Facilities Applications.

Anticipated project schedule
Although we attempt to follow the anticipated project schedule it is subject to 
change. We will continue to provide you with updated schedule information 
as the project progresses.

Fall 2011 Notify and consult with stakeholders

Spring 2012 File application with the AUC

2013 Start construction, if project is approved

CosT

The estimated cost for this project is approximately $22 to $33 million, 
which would be approximately two to three cents per month on the typical 
residential utility bill.

DEfiNiTiON 

Alberta utilities 
Commission 
The Alberta utilities Commission 
(AuC) ensures the fair and 
responsible delivery of Alberta’s 
utility services. AltaLink submits 
applications for new transmission 
projects to the AuC for review. 

DiD yOU kNOw?
Alberta marked a new power 
usage record this July as 
residents across the province 
turned on air conditioners 
to beat the heat of summer. 
As temperatures soared, 
residents and businesses 
looking for relief started 
drawing more power from the 
grid. The transmission system 
works behind the scenes  
24 hours a day so your 
comfort is uncompromised 
despite the heat of summer  
or the chill of winter.
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Projects in the area 
AltaLink is working on other projects in the area to make sure your lights 
come on at the flick of the switch. Two of these projects are described below.

Project Description Status

South Foothills 
Transmission Project

A new 240 kV (240,000 volts) 
transmission line proposed  
to be built from southwest of  
Fort MacLeod to east of  
High River.

Currently completing 
public consultation 
on the preferred and 
alternate routes. We 
anticipate filing the 
Facilities Application 
with the AUC in  
Fall 2011. 

North Foothills 
Transmission Project

A new 240 kV transmission 
line to be built from east of 
High River to southeast  
of Calgary.

Currently completing  
public consultation. 
We anticipate filing the 
Facilities Application 
with the AUC in  
late 2011. 

DiD yOU kNOw?
The average elementary 
school in our province uses 
21,250 kilowatt hours (kWh) 
of electricity a month. That’s 
more than a city block of 
20 houses uses in a month. 
Technology has advanced 
in schools across Alberta. 
Interactive whiteboards, 
computer labs and lap tops 
all require power to run. 
Transmission lines bring  
the power from where  
it’s generated to where  
it’s needed.
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Construction
If this project is approved, throughout the construction process all applicable 
Alberta Environment legislation and requirements will be followed and 
appropriate techniques applied to protect water quality, soil, vegetation  
and wildlife habitat.

ConsTRuCTion ACTiViTies

The typical stages of transmission line construction are:

• right-of-way, structure workspace and access preparation

• materials delivery and storage

• tree removal and management of vegetation as required

• building of structure foundations as required

• structure assembly and installation

• stringing wire (conductor) 

• completing inspections and energizing the transmission line

• cleaning and restoring structure locations and right-of-way

sAfeTy CommiTmenT

AltaLink is committed to the safe design, construction, maintenance and 
operation of power system facilities. AltaLink’s safety standards and practices 
are developed to meet or exceed government guidelines and codes to 
ensure that our facilities meet the requirements for public, employee and 
neighbouring facility safety.

TRAffiC

During construction, there may be a slight disruption to traffic. Landowners 
will be notified in advance of any disruption.

noise

Noise may be produced during the construction phase. After construction is 
complete, the transmission line may produce a low level noise that might be 
more noticeable during wet conditions. Our transmission lines are designed 
to comply with all applicable noise guidelines.

DiD yOU kNOw?
AltaLink has more than  
12,000 kilometres of 
transmission lines in 
the province. When a 
transmission line is removed 
from service, we ensure 
the wood poles that once 
supported electric wires are 
reused or recycled. We’ve 
recycled more than 400 poles 
to date and are investigating 
innovative methods like 
turning the poles into bio-fuel. 
For more information about 
AltaLink’s environmental 
initiatives please visit  
www.altalink.ca/environment.
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More information

To learn more about the proposed project please contact:

ALTALink 

1-855-520-1923 (toll-free) 
Email: stakeholderrelations@altalink.ca

To learn more about Alberta’s electricity system and the need for the project, 
please contact:

ALBeRTA eLeCTRiC sysTem oPeRAToR (Aeso) 

1-888-866-2959 
Email: stakeholder.relations@aeso.ca

To learn more about the application and review process, please contact:

ALBeRTA uTiLiTies Commission (AuC) 

780-427-4903  
(You can call toll-free by dialing 310-0000 before the number) 
Email: utilitiesconcerns@auc.ab.ca

2611 - 3rd Avenue SE  
Calgary, Alberta T2A 7W7 

Printed on paper using post-consumer content

iNCLUDED iN ThiS 
iNfORMATiON 
PACkAgE:
• Project maps

•  AltaLink brochure: A Dialogue 
on Electric & Magnetic Fields  

•  AltaLink brochure: Good 
Neighbours  

•  AuC brochure: Public 
Involvement in Needs or 
Facilities Applications  


