
Welcome

Thank you for joining us

We are here to answer your 
questions and provide information 
about the proposed project. 

We encourage you to ask questions 
to get the answers you need.

Please sign in at the registration 
desk.

Thank you.



Key players
AltAlink
Altalink is an independent company that owns and
operates approximately 11,800 kilometres of
transmission lines and approximately 270 
substations. We provide electric service to more than 
85 per cent of Albertans and own the majority of the 
transmission system in central and southern Alberta.

the AlbertA electric SyStem 
OperAtOr (AeSO)
the AeSO is an independent, not-for-profit entity 
responsible for the safe, reliable and economic 
planning and operation of the Alberta Interconnected 
electric System. the AeSO determines the need 
for transmission reinforcement and directs a 
transmission Facility Owner, such as Altalink, to 
apply for permit and license to construct and operate 
transmission facilities.

the AlbertA UtilitieS cOmmiSSiOn 
(AUC)
the AUc is a quasi-judicial agency established by 
the Alberta government that ensures the fair and 
responsible delivery of our utility services. the AUC 
is the provincial regulator responsible for reviewing 
the AeSO’s Need Identification Document (NID) and 
the transmission Facility Owner’s Facility Applications 
(FA).



Electricity at a glance



Regulatory process

AlbertA’S trAnSmiSSiOn  
DevelOpmeNt prOCeSS

1. the Need: the AeSO studies the need for 
transmission development, determines a preferred
alternative and applies to the Alberta Utilities
Commission for approval.

2. the Facilities (lines, towers and substations): to
meet the need, the transmission Facility Owner
applies to the Alberta Utilities Commission for
approval to construct facilities. the AUC may 
schedule a public hearing on the application before 
issuing a decision.



Southern Alberta 
Transmission 
Reinforcement 
New wind generation is being developed in Southern 
Alberta. the AeSO has received applications 
for more than 11,000 megawatts of new wind-
powered generation throughout the province 
requesting connection to Alberta’s electricity grid.  
Approximately 7,500 megawatts of that is in the 
southern part of the province.  
 
the existing transmission lines and substations in 
the southern part of the province do not have the 
capacity to allow new wind-powered generation to 
connect to Alberta’s electricity grid. 
 
As Alberta’s largest supplier of electrical transmission, 
Altalink is committed to providing a transmission 
system that will continue to meet the needs of 
Albertans. 



Southern Alberta 
Transmission 
Reinforcement 
prOpOSeD DevelOpmeNt 
the AeSO has identified a need to reinforce 
the transmission system to allow for the future 
development of wind farm projects. the map below 
is from the AeSO Need Application that was filed with 
the AUC in December of 2008. 

the purple ovals on the map show where future wind 
generation projects may be built and then connected 
to Alberta’s electrical system.
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The proposed 
project 
NeW trANSmISSION lINe 
the proposed transmission line will be approximately 
140 kilometres in length running from east of 
medicine Hat to south of Whitla and will be 240,000 
volts (240 kv). 

the transmission line 
towers will be:

•  240 kv
•  steel lattice
•  45 to 50 metres tall 
•  spaced approximately   
  350 metres apart 
•  located on a right-of-  
  way 60 to 70 metres   
  wide



The proposed 
project
NeW WHItlA SUbStAtION 
the proposed substation will be located south of the 
hamlet of Whitla. 

A substation allows electricity to be safely and 
efficiently transmitted and distributed to your 
community. 

the new substation would contain major
equipment used to regulate voltage and
balance the power system.



Potential route 
options
rOUte OptiOnS
Our preliminary siting has identified various potential 
route options. 

Although many potential route locations have been 
identified, it is important to note that a final route has 
not been selected. After consulting with landowners, 
Altalink will select a final route from these potential 
options. Altalink will then file an Application to the 
AUC for approval to build the transmission line.  

tHe pOteNtIAl rOUteS Were SeleCteD 
WHIle CONSIDerINg tHe FOllOWINg 
FACtOrS:
  •  Agricultural impact
  •  residential impact 
  •  environmental impact 
  •  Cost
  •  electrical considerations 
  •  visual impact 
  •  Other aspects 



Electric and Magnetic
Fields (EMF) 
AlTAlinK’S PoSiTion on EMF
Altalink recognizes that some people are concerned 
about emF and we treat those concerns very 
seriously.

based on more than 30 years of research, national 
and international health agencies have not concluded 
that emF associated with high voltage transmission 
lines will adversely affect your health or the health 
of plants and animals. they have not recommended 
the general public take steps to limit their everyday 
exposure to emF. 

Where can 
you find eMf?

coMMon questions 
around electrical 
effects include:

•  earth’s magnetic field

•  electric facilities

•  Appliances

•  building wiring

•  tv/radio Interference (tvI/rFI)

•  global positioning Systems (gpS) 

•  Wireless internet interference

•  Cardiac pacemakers

•  Audible noise

•  building and fence induction

•  Stray voltage

Altalink will ensure that any problems caused by 
interference from our facilities are corrected and 
all applicable guidelines 
are met. 



land and 
compensation

ANNUAl StrUCtUre pAymeNtS (ASp)
& cOmpenSAtiOn
Altalink is committed to providing fair and 
reasonable compensation to landowners who may 
have transmission facilities on their property.

We provide compensation for easements and Annual 
Structure payments (ASp) for the land used by our 
transmission facilities. Included in the cost of these 
payments are expenses for weed control and other 
agricultural impacts.

Compensation discussions will take place during 
future phases of consultation. 



Environment 
Altalink is committed to limiting environmental 
impacts. Construction and maintenance activities will 
comply with applicable environmental legislation, 
regulation and government policies.
 
Altalink will ensure its contractors use appropriate 
techniques to protect water quality, soils, vegetation, 
and wildlife habitat.
 
At this time, regional environmental studies are being 
completed.  
 
these studies will:  
  •  assess the potential to find listed species  
  •  develop conceptual mitigation plans to address  
    potential environmental impacts 
  •  contribute to the power line routing process 



Public consultation
your involvement is important to us and we will work 
with you to ensure your concerns and issues are 
understood and addressed.

Altalink representatives will contact residents and 
landowners near the potential routes. they will bring 
detailed maps of the proposed route in proximity to 
your location. 

We will use your feedback to select route options 
for the proposed project. At that time additional 
consultation will occur. 

At the end of our consultation Altalink will submit 
a Facilities Application to the AUC for review and 
approval.



Proposed project 
schedule

SprINg tO FAll 2009
Notify and consult with 

landowners and residents

2010
File application with the 

Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) for 
regulatory review and approval

2011
Start project construction 

if approval is granted by AUC


