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You are receiving this letter because you are currently 
on our mailing list as a resident, occupant or landowner 
located near the proposed West Brooks to East Medicine 
Hat project. Please note we have named the substations 
included in this project and the project name has 
changed to Cassils to Bowmanton.

The project includes: 

• a new transmission line from west of Brooks to east 
of Medicine Hat 

• a new substation located west of Brooks  
(Cassils Substation)

• a new substation located northeast of Medicine Hat 
(Bowmanton Substation)

We have identified our preferred route and alternate 
routes for the new transmission line.

AltaLink began consulting for this project in the spring 
of 2009. Through public consultation, AltaLink has 
received valuable stakeholder input that has helped us 
identify the preferred and alternate routes. AltaLink’s 
consultation program included six project open houses 
and more than 235 face-to-face meetings and 440 
telephone conversations with stakeholders. Thank you 
for participating in our consultation process – your 
input is important to us.

West Brooks to East Medicine Hat
Now known as Cassils to Bowmanton

Included in this Stakeholder  
Information Package:
• Transmission line construction
• Facts about compensation 
• Preferred and alternate route selection
•  Structure types and workspace 

requirements
• Project maps
• AESO update letter
•  Public Involvement in Facility Applications  

to the Alberta Utilities Commission

Preferred route 
Alternate routes 

1-877-269-5903 (toll-free)    satrinfo@altalink.ca    www.albertaelectricityfuture.ca/satr



Please refer to the updated project map included in this package to view the preferred and alternate routes. On this 
map, the preferred route is identified in red and the alternate routes are identified in green. These routes will be 
submitted to the Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) in our Facilities Application. The grey dashed lines represent 
routes that are no longer being considered. Only one route will be built if approved by the AUC.

You will also find enclosed a photo map of your area to more easily identify your property in relation to the proposed 
routes. This map also identifies potential structure locations and type. 

Right-of-way access

Key access trails to the right-of-way have been identified along 
the preferred and alternate routes. These access trails are in areas 
where access may be limited for a number of reasons, including 
irrigation canals, ditches or coulees that make driving along 
the right-of-way impractical. In some areas, undeveloped road 
allowances have also been identified as access trails. 

Key access trails are identified in pink on the updated project maps 
included in this package. 

Structure information

A 3D rendering of the 240 kV (240,000 volts) double circuit 
transmission structure for this project is pictured to the right. 

A typical structure will have a:

• height of 44 to 60 metres (144 to 197 feet)

• width of 22 to 24 metres at the widest arm (72 to 79 feet)

• base of 10 by 10 metres, up to 14 by 14 metres  
(32 by 32 feet, up to 46 by 46 feet)

• right-of-way width of 60 metres (197 feet)

• distance between structures averaging 365 metres (1,198 feet)

Project cost

The total estimated cost for this project is approximately $400 
million dollars, which will be an average of 40 cents per month on 
the typical residential utility bill.



Electricity. When you need it.

Route identification
Our selection process to arrive at the preferred and alternate routes included the consideration of stakeholder input, 
environmental field work and evaluations of the overall impacts of each route in the following areas: 

• agricultural impact  • electrical considerations

• residential impact  • visual impact

• environmental impact  • special constraints

• cost

The preferred route
AltaLink believes the preferred route has the lowest 
overall impact. 

Preferred route considerations:

• Overall shortest route at 131 kilometres

• No residences within 150 metres 

• Lowest estimated cost 

• Parallels the greatest amount of existing  
transmission lines

• Parallels approximately 30 kilometres of the  
Trans-Canada highway 

• Crosses the least amount of erosion prone 
 sandy soils

• Crosses the least amount of native vegetation

• Is near the least amount of sensitive wetlands

• The eastern portion follows an alignment and a  
river crossing suggested by stakeholders
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Substations
A substation allows electricity to be safely and efficiently transmitted and distributed to your community.

New Bowmanton Substation (previously referred to as East Medicine Hat Substation): 

The proposed substation will be located along Range Road 43 in the northeast quarter of Section 15-14-4-W4M, 
northeast of Medicine Hat. The fenced area for this substation will be approximately 275 by 135 metres (902 by 
442 feet). 

New Cassils Substation: 

The proposed substation will be located in the northeast of Section 29-18-15-W4M, approximately 500 metres 
southwest of the existing West Brooks substation, which is located along Highway 36. The fenced area for this 
substation will be approximately 154 by 135 metres (505 by 443 feet). 

As part of this project, in the area surrounding the new Cassils Substation approximately five structures will be 
removed and approximately nine new structures will be built. The structure relocation is necessary to accommodate 
the proposed routing of the new transmission line. 

Substation similar to the proposed Bowmanton Substation and Cassils Substation



The Alberta Utilities Commission process 
AltaLink will submit our preferred and alternate routes to the Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) in our 
Facilities Application. The AUC reviews all Facilities Applications to determine whether the proposed 
facilities are in the public interest. The AUC may approve one route, approve one route with conditions or 
deny a Facilities Application. The length of time for the review process varies. The AUC ensures interested 
parties are given an opportunity to participate in the process. When the AUC deems an application is 
complete, a Notice of Application is issued to parties that may be directly and adversely affected by the 
proposed project and a notice is also typically published in local newspapers. This notice advises the public 
a Facilities Application has been received, how copies of the application may be obtained, how to access any 
additional material filed by parties supporting or opposing the application and how to participate in the AUC 
process. For more information about the AUC process, please visit the AUC website at www.auc.ab.ca. 

We have enclosed a copy of the AUC brochure: Public Involvement in Needs or Facilities Applications, which 
describes how you can be involved in the AUC process. 

The AUC will make the final decision about the substation locations and the transmission line route. 
Transmission structures will be built on the land parcels located on the one route that is approved by  
the AUC. 

What is the project schedule?

Summer 2010 Notification of preferred and alternate routes and consultation where 
requested with stakeholders along proposed routes

Summer 2010 File application with the Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) for regulatory 
review and approval

Fall 2011 Start project construction if approval is granted by the AUC

Early 2014 In-service date



Phone: 1-877-269-5903 (toll-free)
Email: satrinfo@altalink.ca 
www.albertaelectricityfuture.ca/satr

What’s next? 
AltaLink values your time and input. We will continue to work with you to ensure we understand and respond to 
your concerns and questions. During the consultation process, some stakeholders indicated they would like the 
opportunity to meet with us again once the preferred and alternate routes were identified. AltaLink may make 
site specific adjustments to the routes as a result of these consultations to further reduce potential impacts. If 
you have a land parcel(s) located on the preferred or alternate routes, an AltaLink representative will contact 
you and, if you wish, arrange a personal meeting to continue to work with you. 

Thank you for your time and your participation in our consultation process. Your input is important to us. If you 
have questions or concerns please contact us at the information below.

Contact us

Visit us Online!
The AltaLink website  
www.albertaelectricityfuture.ca/satr  
has the most up-to-date project 
information, newsletters, a feedback 
section and more.
PLUS check out our interactive map 
which shows the preferred and alternate 
routes. The map will help you to find  
your location in proximity to the 
proposed routes.

2611 - 3rd Avenue SE  
Calgary, Alberta T2A 7W7


