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East HVDC Converter Stations Interface  
Project - AltaLink (South)

Why are you receiving this newsletter?
As part of AltaLink’s East HVDC Converter Stations Interface Project, AltaLink is proposing some slight changes to 
its proposed Cassils to Bowmanton and Cassils to Ware Junction Transmission Line Projects to accommodate ATCO 
Electric’s proposed Eastern Alberta Direct Current (DC) Transmission Line. ATCO Electric is proposing to build a  
500 kV DC line from north of Fort Saskatchewan to the Brooks area which will tie into AltaLink projects to connect 
to the rest of Alberta’s electric system. These slight changes to AltaLink’s proposed projects are known as the East 
HVDC Converter Stations Interface Project. 

We want your input about the following: 

• modifications to existing and proposed transmission lines

• installation of a new telecommunications tower

These alterations will only occur if the Cassils to Ware Junction, Cassils to Bowmanton and ATCO Electric’s Eastern 
Alberta DC Transmission Line projects are approved. 

If ATCO Electric’s Eastern Alberta DC Transmission Line Project is proposed to be on or near your property you 
should have received information from ATCO Electric.

What are the project details? 

Modifications to existing and proposed  
transmission lines

Proposed Cassils to Bowmanton Transmission Line Project  

AltaLink is proposing to modify the proposed Cassils  
to Bowmanton transmission line (1034L/1035L) by installing 
two larger transmission structures along the transmission 
line. If the preferred route (red line on map) is approved by 
the Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC), the modifications 
will be located in Section 15-18-15-W4M. If the alternate 
route (green line on map) is approved, the modifications 
will be located in Section 8-18-15-W4M. Only one of these 
modifications may be approved and constructed. 

These structures will allow for the connection of ATCO 
Electric’s South HVDC Converter Station (to be called Newell) to Alberta’s electric system. The converter station will 
act as the termination point for ATCO Electric’s Eastern Alberta DC Transmission Line. Please see the map included 
in this package called DP4 for the location of these modifications.  

The larger 
transmission 

structures will 
look similar to the 
one pictured here. 



Existing Milo Junction to Cassils Transmission Line 

AltaLink is also proposing to modify an existing transmission line that connects the Milo Junction and Cassils 
Substations in the area (923L/935L) by installing two transmission structures (similar to the one shown on the first 
page) along the transmission line. These structures, located in Section 17-18-15-W4M, will allow for the transmission 
line to be connected to ATCO Electric’s Newell HVDC Converter Station. Please see the map included in this package 
called DP4 for the location of these modifications. 

Transmission line crossings

AltaLink is proposing to modify existing and proposed transmission lines where they are crossed by ATCO Electric’s 
proposed Eastern Alberta DC Transmission Line. 

ATCO Electric’s proposed route crosses AltaLink’s existing transmission 
lines (933L/934L and 950L) south of the intersection of Highways 
566 and 36. To facilitate this transmission line crossing, AltaLink 
is proposing to reroute approximately 1 kilometre of existing 
transmission line (950L) east of ATCO Electric’s proposed route in 
Sections 19 and 20-22-14-W4M. Please see the map included in this 
package called DP2 for the location of these modifications. 

The second ATCO Electric Eastern Alberta DC transmission line crossing 
is located where the proposed Cassils to Ware Junction transmission 
line (1053L) is currently planned to cross an existing transmission 
line (931L/933L). This crossing is located south of the intersection 
of Highways 1 and 36 in Section 22-19-15-W4M. Please see the 
map included in this package called DP3 for the location of these 
modifications.   

Where the crossings are planned, smaller structures need to be installed so the lines can safely cross each other.

Telecommunications Tower 

AltaLink is proposing to install a telecommunications tower adjacent to the proposed Bowmanton Substation in  
SW 22-14-4-W4M.

The telecommunications tower supports equipment that transmits data to our system control centre, allowing us to 
monitor and control the safe and reliable operation of the electric system.

The tower will:

• be approximately 125 metres (400 feet) tall

• have a triangular base of approximately two metres (seven feet)

• be a guyed structure

The smaller structures 
will look similar to the 
one pictured here and 
will be made of steel. 

Electricity. When you need it.



The tower may be painted and have lighting to comply with 
Transport Canada’s requirements.

For general information relating to telecommunications 
systems, please contact Industry Canada:

Website: http://strategis.ic.gc.ca/antenna

Toll-free: 1-800-328-6189 (in Canada)

The radio installation described in this notification will be 
installed and operated on an ongoing basis so as to comply 
with Health Canada’s Safety Code 6, which defines safe levels 
of radio frequency (RF) exposure. To ensure the structural 
adequacy of the tower, the design and installation will follow 
industry standards and sound engineering practices.

What happens during construction?
Depending on where you are in relation to the proposed East 
HVDC Converter Stations Interface Project you may hear or see:

• noise and construction crews

• installation of steel transmission structures

• selective clearing of trees and vegetation along the right-of-way

• stringing of wires on new transmission structures.

Throughout the construction process, AltaLink and its contractors will follow all applicable Alberta environmental 
legislation and requirements and use appropriate techniques to protect your water quality, soil, vegetation and 
wildlife habitat.

Any noise associated with the construction and/or operation of the new facilities will comply with the Alberta Utilities 
Commission’s (AUC) Noise Control Rule 12 and all other relevant noise regulations and standards. The AUC Noise 
Control Rule can be found on the AUC’s website at www.auc.ab.ca 

Other projects in the area
You may have heard about other transmission projects in the area. The proposed Cassils to Bowmanton Project is part 
of the Southern Alberta Transmission Reinforcement (SATR). The SATR will connect wind energy to Alberta’s electric 
grid and strengthen the transmission system in southern Alberta. More information about this project can be found at 
www.albertaelectricityfuture.ca/satr. AltaLink’s Hanna Region Transmission Development is also in this area.  More 
information about the Cassils to Ware Junction project can be found at www.altalink/regionalprojects.

You may also contact us directly using the information provided in this newsletter. If you have a question about ATCO 
Electric’s project please contact them directly. 

The proposed 
telecommunications 

tower will be similar to 
the one pictured here. 



2611 - 3rd Avenue SE  
Calgary, Alberta T2A 7W7 

Project Schedule
Notify and consult with landowners, residents and occupants Spring 2011
File application with Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) Spring 2011
Start of construction if approval is received from the AUC Spring 2013
Construction completed Summer 2014

Who can you contact for more information?
If you would like more information about any of these projects, please contact:

AltaLink: 1-877-723-6851 (toll-free) or altalinkconsultation@eba.ca

ATCO Electric: 1-866-650-2463 or hvdc@atcoelectric.com

Alberta Electric System Operator (AESO): 1 -888-866-2959 (toll-free) or stakeholder.relations@aeso.com

Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC):  780-427-4903 (you can call toll-free by dialing 310-0000 before the number)

How can you provide input?
AltaLink’s representatives will contact landowners, residents and occupants near the proposed project by phone or in 
person to discuss the project, gather feedback and address questions or concerns. 

We consider landowner comments in our project evaluations and summarize the input received from landowners in 
our Facilities Application.

Who is AltaLink?
AltaLink is a regulated utility that owns and operates approximately 
12,000 kilometres of transmission lines and 270 substations. We 
provide electric service to approximately 85 per cent of Albertans. 

Included in this stakeholder 
information package:

• Project maps

• AUC Brochure: Public Involvement in 
Needs or Facilities Applications

• AltaLink Brochure: A Dialogue on 
Electric & Magnetic Fields 

• AltaLink Brochure: Good Neighbours


